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Pope Benedict XVI Resigns
When meeting with Cardinals on 

Monday, February 11th,  Pope Benedict 
XVI surprised the world, announcing he 
would retire at the end of the month. In 
an almost unprecedented decision, the 
Holy Father cited his advanced age and 
health as reasons for such a retirement.

Pope Benedict shared, "After hav-
ing repeatedly examined my conscience 
before God, I have come to the certainty 
that my strengths, due to an advanced 
age, are no longer suited to an adequate 
exercise of the Petrine ministry. 

I am well aware that this ministry, 
due to its essential spiritual nature, 
must be carried out not only with words 
and deeds, but no less with prayer and 
suffering. However, in today’s world, 
subject to so many rapid changes and 
shaken by questions of deep relevance 
for the life of faith, in order to govern the 
barque of Saint Peter and proclaim the 
Gospel, both strength of mind and body 
are necessary, strength which in the last 
few months, has deteriorated in me to 
the extent that I have had to recognize 
my incapacity to adequately fulfill the 
ministry entrusted to me. 

For this reason, and well aware of the 
seriousness of this act, with full freedom 
I declare that I renounce the ministry 
of Bishop of Rome, Successor of Saint 
Peter, entrusted to me by the Cardinals 
on 19 April 2005, in such a way, that as 
from 28 February 2013, at 20:00 hours, 
the See of Rome, the See of Saint Peter, 
will be vacant and a Conclave to elect 
the new Supreme Pontiff will have to 
be convoked by those whose competence 
it is ... I thank you most sincerely for 
all the love and work with which you 
have supported me in my ministry and 
I ask pardon for all my defects. And 
now, let us entrust the Holy Church to 

the care of Our Supreme Pastor, Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and implore his holy 
Mother Mary, so that she may assist 
the Cardinal Fathers with her maternal 
solicitude, in electing a new Supreme 
Pontiff. With regard to myself, I wish 
to also devotedly serve the Holy Church 
of God in the future through a life dedi-
cated to prayer."

Biography of the Pope: "Pope Benedict 
XVI, formerly Joseph Ratzinger, was 
born on April 16, 1927 in Marktl am 
Inn, Germany. He was ordained a priest 
on June 29, 1951. His father, a police 
officer, came from a traditional family of 
farmers from Lower Bavaria.

He spent his adolescent years in 

Traunstein, and was called into the 
auxiliary anti-aircraft service in the 
last months of World War II. From 
1946 to 1951, the year in which he was 
ordained a priest and began to teach, 
he studied philosophy and theology at 
the University of Munich and at the 
higher school in Freising. In 1953, he 
obtained a doctorate in theology with a 
thesis entitled: "The People and House 
of God in St. Augustine's Doctrine of the 
Church." Four years later, he qualified 
as a university teacher. He then taught 
dogma and fundamental theology at the 
higher school of philosophy and theol-
ogy of Freising, then in Bonn from 1959 
to 1969, in Münster from 1963 to 1966, 
and in Tubinga from 1966 to 1969.  In 
1969, he became a professor of dogmatic 
theology and of the history of dogma at 
the University of Regensburg and Vice 
President of the same university.

In 1962 he was already well known 
when, at the age of 35, he became a 
consultor of the Archbishop of Cologne, 
Cardinal Joseph Frings, at the Second 
Vatican Council. His numerous pub-
lications, include the 'Introduction to 
Christianity', a collection of university 
lessons on the profession of apostolic 
faith, published in 1968 and "Dogma 
and Revelation," an anthology of essays, 
sermons and reflections dedicated to the 
pastoral ministry, published in 1973.

In March 1977, Pope Paul VI named 
Fr. Ratzinger Archbishop of Munich and 
Freising and on May 28, 1977 he was 
consecrated---the first diocesan priest 
in 80 years to take over the pastoral 
ministry of the large Bavarian diocese. 
Paul VI elevated him to the College of 
Cardinals in the consistory of June 27, 
1977.

The Precedence of Pope Celestine V
When news came out of the Holy 

Father's decision to resign, many won-
dered if this had ever occurred before. 
Pope Gregory XII had resigned in 1415 
to end the Western Schism, but that 
hardly seemed to reflect the present cir-
cumstance.

Yet, there was another Pope who 
resigned and what may surprise many is 
that Pope Benedict XVI had continually 
paid his respects to this Pope. Back on 
April 29, 2009, Pope Benedict XVI did 
something rather striking, but which 
went largely unnoticed. 

He stopped off in Aquila, Italy, and 
visited the tomb of an obscure medieval 
Pope named St. Celestine V (1215-1294). 
After a brief prayer, he left his pal-
lium, the symbol of his own episcopal 
authority as Bishop of Rome, on top of 

Celestine's tomb! 
Fifteen months later, on July 

4, 2010, Benedict went out of 
his way again, this time to visit 
and pray in the cathedral of 
Sulmona, near Rome, before 
the relics of this same saint, 
Celestine V. Few people, how-
ever, noticed at the time. 

Only now, we may be gain-
ing a better understanding of 
what it meant. These actions 
were probably more than pious acts. 
More likely, they were profound and 
symbolic gestures of a very personal 
nature, which conveyed a message that 
a Pope can hardly deliver any other way. 

In the year 1294, this man (Fr. Pietro 
Angelerio), known by all as a devout and 
holy priest, was elected Pope, somewhat 

against his will, shortly before his 80th 
birthday (Ratzinger was 78 when he was 
elected Pope in 2005). Just five months 
later, after issuing a formal decree allow-
ing popes to resign (or abdicate, like 
other rulers), Pope Celestine V exercised 
that right. And now Pope Benedict XVI 
has chosen to follow in the footsteps of 
this venerable model.

His Holiness, Benedict XVI, Pope Emeritus, 
and Bishop Emeritus of Rome.

The Pope leaving his pallium on top of Celestine's tomb.

Biography of the Pope, cont. on pg. 3



Dear Friends in Christ,

A Personal Reflection
When I heard the news, 

that Our Holy Father, Pope 
Benedict XVI had resigned 
the Petrine Office, my heart 
was saddened, and I was 
completely surprised.  I had 
no idea that Our Holy Father 
was even thinking of step-
ping down from the enormous 
responsibilities of being the 
successor of St. Peter.  Once I 
got over my initial surprise, I 
began to think about the times 
I had the privilege to be in his 
presence.

The first time, I met Pope 
Benedict XVI was over twelve 
years ago, when he was 
Cardinal Ratzinger and the 
Prefect of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith.  
I was in Rome with a group 
of seminarians and as we 
were coming across St. Peter’s 
Square, after celebrating Mass 
in St. Peter’s Basilica, I saw 
Cardinal Ratzinger dressed in 
a simple black cassock, stand-
ing quietly in the square. I 
brought all the seminarians 
over to him and we intro-
duced ourselves. He asked 
all kinds of questions about 
our journey to the Vatican, 
and asked each seminarian 
to give his name and home 
diocese.  He even wanted to 
know what courses I taught.  
I was greatly impressed by 
his humility and gentleness.  
As we were leaving, Cardinal 

Ratzinger gave us his bless-
ing and then continued on his 
way across the square, to his 
offices in the Vatican. He took 
time for us and made us feel 
very important.

Last year, I had the privi-
lege to be in the presence of 
Pope Benedict XVI with the 
Bishops of Minnesota, dur-
ing the Ad Limina Apostolorum 
visit, in March 2012. This time, 
I met him as the successor of 
St. Peter and the Pastor of the 
Universal Church. I was once 
again moved by his gentleness 
and humility.  After greeting 
each bishop, the Holy Father 
sat with us and took questions 
from us. He spoke perfect 
English and gave answers that 
showed both his deep theo-
logical grasp of issues and also 
his pastoral sensitivity. Even 
though the Holy Father had a 
full and demanding schedule, 
he took time for us and reaf-
firmed, that as bishops, we are 
the successors of the Apostles, 
united with the Pope, who 
is the head of the Apostolic 
College.  

I treasure that audience 
with the Pope and saw once 
more his humility.  I think it 
was his humble heart, that led 
Pope Benedict XVI to resign 
the Petrine Office, because his 
health and strength would 
not allow him to fulfill all 
his many responsibilities to 
the Universal Church.  Pope 
Benedict XVI is giving all of us 
a loving lesson about humil-

ity and his deep love for the 
Church.

Lenten Journey
How is your Lenten jour-

ney going so far? I hope you 
had a chance to make a plan 
for your spiritual life this Lent.  
If not, I encourage you to start 
today. Remember, the Church 
offers three important pillars 
to aide us – Prayer, Fasting and 
Almsgiving.  If you’re like me, 
it is not always easy to stick 
to the original plan.  On jour-
neys in our everyday lives, we 
tend to encounter problems 
or detours that require us to 
modify or change the original 
plan.  Sometimes, we just sim-
ply get off track and lose sight 
of what the end goal really is. 
This is particularly true with 
our spiritual lives during the 
season of Lent; things come 
up or something goes wrong, 
and we tend to want to simply 
give up. But don’t lose hope! 
Although your journey may 
not be perfect, continue to 
strive on the path to holiness. 
If you stumble upon challeng-
es, offer them to Christ, have 
faith and keep moving for-
ward. After all, our ultimate 
destination on this Lenten 
journey is the joy of Easter!

Know of my prayers for 
you as I make my own Lenten 
journey, and I ask you to keep 
me in yours as well. 

Holy Week and Easter 
The whole Church is 

engaged in celebrating the 
great events of salvation, dur-
ing the holiest week of the 
year. Holy Week begins on 
Palm Sunday on March 24 
and continues through Easter 
Sunday March 31. Even 
though there are so many 
demands on our personal 
time, I hope you will set aside 
time to attend the beautiful 
liturgies of Holy Week at your 
parish or at the Cathedral of 
the Sacred Heart in Winona. 
Parents are very welcome to 
bring children, so they can 
experience the mystery and 
power of the Sacred Liturgies 
of Palm Sunday of the Lord’s 
Passion, Holy Thursday eve-
ning, Good Friday and the 
Easter Vigil and/or Easter 
Sunday. Each liturgy helps 
us to focus on the redemp-
tive work of Jesus Christ, who 
freely embraced His passion 
and death, for our salvation. 
During Holy Week, palms are 
blessed, the Passion narrative 
is proclaimed, the gift of the 
institution of the Eucharist of 
Jesus’ Body and Blood is cel-
ebrated, along with the insti-
tution of the priesthood at the 
Last Supper and the atone-
ment and reconciliation of 
Christ’s death on the cross is 
renewed in us. The journey of 
Holy Week culminates in the 
lighting of the new fire and 
the proclamation that Jesus 
Christ is risen! At the Easter 
Vigil, the elect are Baptized, 
Confirmed and given the 

Body and Blood of the Lord, 
along with the candidates pre-
paring for full reception into 
the Church. Easter faith leads 
to evangelization and bring-
ing others to Jesus Christ, who 
is our hope and our future. 

Chrism Mass 
On Monday of Holy Week, 

it is a special and joyful occa-
sion for me to celebrate Mass 
at St. Stanislaus Basilica in 
Winona with the priests, the 
deacons, religious, seminar-
ians and lay people from 
every parish in the Diocese of 
Winona. At the Chrism Mass, 
all the oils to be used in the 
Sacraments are blessed and 
consecrated and then brought 
back to all the parishes, reli-
gious houses and chapels. The 
Oil of Catechumens is used 
in the celebration of Baptism 
and in the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of adults. Chrism is 
used in Baptism, Confirmation 
and the Ordination of priests. 
The sick are given the heal-
ing grace of Jesus Christ, who 
is the divine physician, when 

Most Rev. John M. Quinn: Our Lenten Journey
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Diocese of Winona - Child Sexual Abuse Policy Information
The Diocese of Winona will provide a prompt, appropriate and compassionate 

response to reporters of sexual abuse of a child by any diocesan agent (employees, 
volunteers, vendors, religious or clergy). Anyone wishing to make a report of an 
allegation of sexual abuse should call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at 507-
454-2270, Extension 255. A caller will be asked to provide his or her name and 
telephone number. Individuals are also encouraged to take their reports directly 
to civil authorities. The Diocese of Winona is committed to protecting children, 
young people and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes and ministries. 
The diocesan policy is available on the diocesan web site at www.dow.org under 
the Safe Environment Program. If you have any questions about the Diocese of 
Winona’s implementation of the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 

People, please contact Peter Martin, at 507-858-1264, or pmartin@dow.org.
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Bishop's Calendar - March 2013

March 1 - 11, Fri - Mon
Pilgrimage to Lourdes and 
Fatima

March 12 - 14, Tues - 
Thurs

USCCB Subcommittee 
Meeting on Education, 
Washington, D.C.

March 15, Friday
9 a.m. – Confessions for 
Winona Area Catholic 
School students, Basilica 
of St. Stanislaus Kostka, 
Winona
5:30 p.m. – Dinner with 

Discernment Group, 
Cathedral of Sacred Heart 
Rectory, Winona

March 16, Saturday
11 a.m. – Mass, Irish/
American Celebration, St. 
Ann Church, Janesville

March 17, Sunday
10:30 a.m. – Mass, Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Church, Harmony

March 17-20, Sun - Wed
“Triduum before the 
Triduum” Priests’ Retreat, 

Christ the King Retreat 
Center, Buffalo

March 21, Thursday
1 p.m. – Holy Hour (with 
Bishop’s Cabinet)
2 p.m. – Bishop’s Cabinet 
Meeting
5:30 p.m. – Soup Supper, St. 
John the Evangelist Church, 
Rochester with St. Vincent 
de Paul Conferences

March 24, Palm Sunday
10:30 a.m. – Mass, Cathedral 
of the Sacred Heart, Winona

March 25, Monday
7 p.m. – Chrism Mass, 
Basilica of St. Stanislaus 
Kostka, Winona

March 28, Holy Thursday
7 p.m. – Mass of the Lord’s 
Last Supper, Cathedral of 
the Sacred Heart, Winona

March 29, Good Friday
12 noon – Liturgy of the 
Lord’s Passion, Cathedral of 
the Sacred Heart, Winona

March 30, Holy Saturday
8 p.m. – Easter Vigil Mass 

– Cathedral of the Sacred 
Heart, Winona

March 31, Easter Sunday
10:30 a.m. – Easter Sunday 
Mass – Cathedral of the 
Sacred Heart, Winona

April 7, Sunday
10:30 a.m. – Mass, St. Mary 
Church, Winona
7 p.m. – Mass, St. Thomas 
More Newman Center, 
Mankato
9 p.m. – Mass, St. Thomas 
More Newman Center, 
Mankato

Bishop John M. Quinn

Bishop, cont. on pg. 3
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they are anointed with the Oil of the Sick. A very special part of 
the Chrism Mass is the renewal of priestly promises by the priests 
in the presence of the people they promised to serve faithfully 
and generously. I remain grateful for every priest and for their 
special gifts, which lead and build up the Church with God’s peo-
ple in holiness, love and service. Thank you for supporting our 
priests, for forgiving our limitations and praying for us every day. 

  I pray you have a most blessed beginning of your Lenten 
journey.  Please continue to pray for me as I do for you.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Rev. John M. Quinn
Bishop of Winona

WINONA, Minn. – Raymond Leo 
Cardinal Burke will receive the 2013 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Award for 
his outstanding support and collabora-
tion with Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Seminary in their work of priestly 
formation on Wednesday, May 8,  at 
the 10th Annual Bishops and Rector 
Dinner.

The honoree is a person of faith and 
prayer that has contributed to the for-
mation of candidates to the diocesan 
priesthood through gifts of talent or 
treasure.  

The event is open to the public and 
will be held in the Toner Center at 
Saint Mary’s University of  Minnesota. 
A social gathering will begin at 5 p.m., 
and dinner will begin at 6 p.m.  

More information can be found at 
ihmseminary.org under Bishops and 
Rector Dinner or by contacting Ellen 

Speltz at espeltz@smumn.edu or 507-
457-7376.

Raymond Leo Cardinal 
Burke honored by 

Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Seminary

Biography of the Pope 
cont'd from pg 1

Bishop, cont'd from pg 2

Scout Sunday at St. 
Pius in Rochester

The Scouts are from Pack 210 which is chartered through St. Pius 
X Church but Scout Sunday this year was at Pax Christi Church.

Pope Benedict's News Makes Lent 
2013 a Historic Catholic Memory

Bishop Quinn was present in 
Luverne the day after the historic 
news of the Pope’s Announcement of 
his retirement as our Catholic lead-

er.  Bishop 
Quinn took 
time to 
answer ques-
tions our 
Parish had 
and what it 
means.  

A Pope 
has not 
resigned in 
over 600 
years.

B i s h o p 

Quinn assured us that Pope Benedict 
resigned in the best interest of our 
Catholic Faith due to his failing 
health.  The best thing we can do is 
pray for Pope Benedict and that a 
new Pope will be chosen 
soon.

The Council of 
Catholic Women will be 
praying for our Catholic 
Church and Pope 
Benedict.

For more informa-
tion on the Diocesan 
Council of Catholic 
Women: we welcome 
you to come to our next 
Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women meet-
ing in Jackson, MN. On 
Saturday April 13, at 9 
a.m.

By: Harveen Gluf, President of 
the Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women, Diocese of Winona 

On November 25, 1981, he was 
nominated by John Paul II to be Prefect 
of the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith. Cardinal Ratzinger was 
elected Vice Dean of the College of 
Cardinals on November 6, 1998. On 
November 30, 2002, he was elected as 
Dean of the College of Cardinals.

He served as President of the 
Commission for the Preparation of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, and 
after 6 years of work, he presented the 
New Catechism to the Holy Father in 

1992.
Following the death of John Paul 

II on April 2, 2005, and his funeral on 
April 8, Cardinal Ratzinger presided 
over the conclave to elect a new pope 
as dean of the College of Cardinals.  
The conclave opened on April 18 and 
Cardinal Ratzinger was elected as the 
265th Supreme Pontiff of the Roman 
Catholic Church on April 19, 2005.  
He chose the name "Benedict" and  
became Pope Benedict XVI."

Biography source: usccb.org
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Farewell, Pope Benedict XVI!
Having only known one Pope most 

of my life, I can remember the deep 
feeling of loss at Blessed John Paul 
II’s death.  Being part of the “JPII 
generation” and having studied theol-
ogy at the John Paul II Institute (with 
professors who were his personal 
friends) I felt like there would never 
be another Pope who could live up 
to all that I had loved about Blessed 
John Paul II.  That all changed on 
April 19, 2005 with the election of 
Pope Benedict XVI.

I was very well aware of the repu-
tation Pope Benedict had been given 
as “the Watchdog of the Vatican,” but 
somehow I didn’t buy it.  He certainly 
didn’t come across to me as a cold, 
strict enforcer of the rules.  As we 
got to know the Holy Father better, it 
became clear that his demeanor was 
more of a gentle Father who peace-
fully imparted wisdom.

From his encyclicals on Hope 
and Love, to his writings denounc-
ing the “dictatorship of relativism”, 

Pope Benedict 
has remarkably 
made us aware 
of the snares 
and traps of the 
world, while at 
the same time 
calling us to the 
truths that we 
should never 
lose sight of. 
His three-book 
series on Jesus 
Christ speaks 
volumes (no 
pun intended). 
It is clear that, 
even though 
he could have 
written books 
on countless 
other theologi-
cal questions 
he has been 
involved in, 
he wanted to 
emphasize what 

is most important: Jesus Christ.
It is easy to remember Pope 

Benedict for his intellectual contri-
butions; however, it would be a pity 
if we did not also call to mind the 
loving, peaceful way in which he has 
brought the world closer to Christ. 
In a world where the secular media 
irresponsibly paints the Holy Father 
as CEO instead of shepherd, too few 
recognize that this Pope has a heart of 
gold. I can’t help but think of the face-
to-face meetings with sexual abuse 
victims and how they walked away 
with a feeling of hope and of peace. 
His fatherly care will truly be missed, 
but we can all rest assured that his 
spiritual presence will not be lacking 
as he retires and prays for the Church 
that he served so lovingly. Farewell, 
Holy Father!

The Office of Life

Peter 
Martin, STL

Director
pmartin@dow.

org

By: Peter Martin, STL

    Peter Martin greeting the Holy Father at the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception dur-
ing the Pope's visit to Washington, D.C. on April 16, 2008. 

NaProTechnology precentage of success rate (acheived pregnancy) as compared 
to other methods. NaProTechnology uses a natural method that works with 
the woman's body and keeps in line with the teachings of the Catholic Church.

NaProTechnology 
Doctor: Now Caring 
for Patients in Winona

The Winona area is blessed to 
welcome Sister Marie Paul Lockerd, 
RSM, DO, a family practice physician 
from Sacred Heart Mercy Health Care 
Center in Jackson. Starting March 1, 
Dr. Lockerd will offer her services one 
day a month here in Winona. 

Dr. Lockerd is certified by the Pope 
Paul VI Institute in Omaha, Nebraska, 
as both a practitioner and medical 
consultant in the Creighton Model 
Method of Fertility Care. 

This method may be used  to avoid 
or to achieve pregnancy, and is also 
effective medical management for a 
wide range of gynecological problems 
such as irregular or abnormal men-
strual cycles, polycystic ovarian dis-
ease, premenstrual syndrome, repeti-
tive miscarriages, and  chronic dis-
charge. 

Dr. Lockerd will be providing medi-
cal evaluation and treatment using 
NaProTechnology, a natural procre-
ative treatment in keeping with the 
teachings of the Catholic Church. 
To the right of this article, you can 
find a chart that shows the great 
effectiveness of this method. InVitro 
Fertilization (IVF), not approved by 
the Catholic Church, has been heavily 
promoted by our society and even the 
medical community. From the chart, 
however, one can see that the success 
rate of NaProTechnology far exceeds 
IVF. It works with a woman's body to 
achieve the greatest results. 

Over the last year, Dr. Lockerd 
has applied her knowledge of NaPro 

Technology to assist seven infertile 
couples in achieving pregnancy. The 
Creighton Model Fertility Care system 
teaches women to identify their biolog-
ical markers of fertility. The medical 
intervention provided cooperates with 
a woman’s cycle, thus respecting her 
dignity and promoting good health.  

Dr. Lockerd will be seeing patients 
at the Outreach Clinic of Winona 
Health. For more information or to 
schedule an appointment, please call 
her office in Jackson at 507-847-3571.

For further information:
Pope Paul VI Institute: www.popepaulvi.com    
NaProTechonology: www.naprotechnology.com

Free will offering ($5/person suggested) 
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Sunday, March 17, 2013— 
“Seeking the Face of Christ:  The Way of an Iconographer”                     

Debra Korluka, Orthodox Byzantine Iconographer, Icon Art Studios 
(Stillwater, MN) 

3:00 pm., St. Joseph’s Church (512 S. Elm Ave., Owatonna) 

Join us for this outstanding adult learning opportunity 

2012 — 2013 

Sponsored by:   
St. Joseph’s Church (Owatonna), 
Sacred Heart Church (Owatonna), 
Christ the King Church (Medford), 
Holy Trinity Church (Litomysl), 
Corpus Christi Church (Deerfield), 
and the Gainey Center of the 
University of St. Thomas.  
    
Contact information:   
  (507)451-1588 or (507)444-0941 

T h e  C a l l  t o  b e  C a t h o l i c  
9th Annual Speakers Series Dr. Sister Marie Paul Lockerd, RSM, DO 

will be starting a medical clinic in Winona.
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The Office of Mission 
Advancement

Joel 
Hennessy

Director
jhennessy@

dow.org

With his Apostolic Letter 
Porta Fidei, Pope Benedict XVI 
declared a Year of Faith begin-
ning on October 11, 2012 and 
concluding on November 24, 2013. 
Pope Benedict’s aim in proclaim-
ing the Year of Faith is to focus 
the attention of the Church on 

the encounter with Jesus Christ and the beauty in 
having faith in Him. 

CALLING YOU
The Year of Faith is an opportunity for Catholics 

to experience a conversion – to turn back to Jesus 
and enter into a deeper relationship with Him. 
The “door of faith” is opened at one’s baptism, but 
during this year Catholics are called to open it 
again, walk through it and rediscover and renew 
their relationship with Christ and His Church.

Across our Diocese, we are working to integrate 
this vitally important theme. As we do this, we rec-
ognize that there are challenges we must address 
if we are to continue as a strong, vibrant faith 
community. Together, we must remain focused on 
strengthening each individual parish, the priest-
hood, our seminary and the many ministries that 
spread God’s Word.

As Bishop, I feel it is my calling to ensure that 
the Diocese of Winona is both responsible and effi-
cient with the great gifts the Lord provides. The 
stewardship by parishioners across the Diocese 
remains generous and allows our Catholic faith to 
sustain. But we must be proactive and wise in our 
stewardship as we grow. In our sincere efforts to 
address our challenges, we have prepared for two 
significant undertakings – a Diocesan-wide fun-
draising campaign and a comprehensive Parish 
Pastoral Plan.

The purpose of this letter is to keep you, the 
people of our Diocese, advised of these impor-
tant developments. Please pray for these historic 
endeavors.

PASTORAL PLANNING
The parish pastoral planning process is intend-

ed to provide a clear and consistent process 
of organizing and reporting the assessment of 
our parishes. We will collectively define the key 
actions we must take at the parish level to build 
the Catholic Church and to attend to the pastoral 
and sacramental needs of the Faithful by answer-
ing some key questions:
• What is God calling us as individual Catholics, 
as parishes and as a Diocese to be?
• What are our common and unique responsibili-
ties as priests, deacons, religious and laity?
• How well are we fulfilling the characteristics of 
vibrant, faith-filled Catholic parishes and schools?
• How well are we fulfilling the characteristics of 
holy, faith-filled priests whose lives sustain both 
the Faithful and themselves?
• How will we become a stronger, more vibrant, 
sustainable and unified Catholic faith community 
by our 125th Anniversary in 2014?

The Diocese is currently in the midst of mak-

ing these important evaluations across our 
deaneries through Deanery Task Forces who 
are providing the above assessments and 
consultation as to how best achieve the key 
objectives of:
• Vibrant, faith-filled Catholic parishes and 
schools
• Holy, faith-filled priests whose lives sustain 
both the Faithful and themselves
• Stronger, more vibrant, sustainable and uni-
fied Catholic faith community 

through key element of the number, loca-
tion and time of liturgies, the number and 
locations of priests, the key shared pastoral 
needs at the parish deanery and diocesan level 
as well as how to increase the value, effective-
ness and efficiency of our ministries, services 
and programs.

ROOTED IN FAITH, REJOICE IN 
HOPE

In 2012, the entire Diocese was invited to 
participate in a Feasibility Study to gauge 
the support for projects that will be incredibly 
important for our future – the strengthening 
of our priest retirement fund and improve-
ments to our Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Seminary. The response to the Feasibility 
Study was very positive and in late July we 
began making preparations for the Rooted in 
Faith, Rejoice in Hope campaign.

As Catholics, we are compelled to make 
sure that our priests – who have given their 
lives of priestly service to the Church – will 
be cared for appropriately during their retire-
ment years. In addition, it is incumbent on all 
of us to encourage, educate and provide vibrant 
formation for a new generation of priests at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary.

Through this campaign, and with your 
continued generosity as faithful Catholics, we 
will provide for our priests and make sure that 
the clergy of tomorrow will be educated in modern, 
safe facilities. In addition, the 2013 ADA will be 
included as part of the campaign.

CONCLUSION
Through our Year of Faith, the pastoral plan-

ning process and the Rooted in Faith, Rejoice 
in Hope fundraising campaign, we will work to 
become a better, stronger, more efficient Diocese. 
We look to 2014, our 125th Jubilee, and beyond 
with great promise and anticipation. By making 
these responsible decisions now, we can ensure 
that the Catholic faith across Southern Minnesota 
will remain a beacon of hope for generations to 
come.

If you would like more information about the 
steps we are taking to strengthen our Diocese, 
please look for future Courier articles. You may 
also sign up for email updates and progress 
reports at www.dow.org. 

Again, I humbly ask that you pray for each 
other, your parishes and the Diocese as we look 
to a bright future. May God bless you and your 
families.

ROOTED IN FAITH 
REJOICE IN HOPE

CAMPAIGN PRAYER
God our Father, we thank You 

for Your many blessings.
From age to age, You gather a people to Yourself

so that an offering may be made 
to the glory of Your name. 

Blessed is Your Son, Jesus Christ
who is present among us 

and whose love gathers us together.
Enliven us with Your Holy Spirit and open our eyes 

and our hearts to the needs of all. 
Bless our efforts to provide a secure future 

for our senior priests and for our future priests. 
We rely on Your guidance and bounty to remain 

rooted in faith and to rejoice in hope.
May our generosity bring honor to Mary, 

our Mother and Heavenly Queen. 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us. 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us. 

Prayer based on adaptation of Eucharistic Prayer 
for Masses for Various Needs and Occasions and 

Eucharistic Prayer III. The Roman Rite

Our Call to be: 
RESPONSIBLE STEWARDS 
COMMITTED CATHOLICS 

UNIFIED IN OUR PRAYERS AND HOPES

The Future of Our Diocese: 
A Vibrant, Faith-filled, Unified 

Catholic Community

A letter from Bishop John M. Quinn



Obituaries
Msgr. Paul Evers

Oct. 25, 1928 — 
Feb. 19, 2013.

R e v e r e n d 
M o n s i g n o r 
Paul C. Evers, 
age 84, of 
Wabasha, and 
formerly of 
Conception, rural Kellogg, a 
retired priest of the Diocese of 
Winona, died Tuesday, February 
19, 2013 at St. Elizabeth’s Health 
Care Center in Wabasha.  He 
was born October 25, 1928 at 
Conception on the family farm, 
the son of Frank and Mary 
(Schmitz) Evers.  He gradu-
ated from Plainview High 
School in 1946 and then entered 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Seminary, graduating from St. 
Mary’s College in Winona in 
1950.  He then entered St. Paul 

Seminary in St. Paul and was 
ordained to the priesthood by 
Most Reverend Edward A. 
Fitzgerald June 6, 1954 at Sacred 
Heart Cathedral in Winona.  
He celebrated his first Mass at 
his home parish of Immaculate 
Conception on June 7, 1954.

Monsignor Evers served as 
an associate pastor at the par-
ishes in Owatonna, Fairmont, 
Wells and Pipestone.  As pas-
tor he served the parishes in 
Westbrook and Jeffers, Jackson, 
Pipestone, Heron Lake and 
Lakefield and Brewster, Austin 
and Brownsdale, and Currie 
and Westbrook and Fulda 
He was named Monsignor, 
Chaplain of Honor, by Blessed 
Pope John Paul II  on December 
5, 1997 when Most Reverend 
Archbishop John Vlazny 
was Bishop of the Diocese of 
Winona.  He retired from active 
ministry in 2005 at which time 
he moved to Wabasha, residing 

at St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center 
Assisting Living.

He was a past member of 
Knights of Columbus.  His 
interests included collecting 
and receiving hundreds of items 
pertaining to loons.  He owned 
a cabin on Lake Shetek, near 
Currie, and loved to fish, boat 
and entertain there.  His great-
est joy was spending time with 
his adoring family, especially 
his nieces, nephews, great-niec-
es and great-nephews.

He is survived by sisters-in-
law, Alice Evers, Theilman, MN, 
Marian Evers, Kellogg, MN; 
eighteen nieces and nephews; 
and several great-nieces, great-
nephews, great-great-nieces and 
great-great-nephews.   He was 
preceded in death by his par-
ents, Frank and Mary Evers, 
brothers, John, Frank, Robert 
and Alfred Evers, sister, Rita 
Evers, niece, Linda Ward and 
nephew, David Evers.
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Theology of the Body for Teens: a 
Compelling Vision for Catholic Teenagers

St. Theodore’s-April 4th/ 5th — 
Few would doubt that today’s teenag-
ers face extraordinary pressure by 
messages that challenge their faith 
and values. The life of the average 
teen can be difficult and confusing. 
Yet, providing teens with a compel-
ling vision for their life, and a sense 
of purpose can give them the tools 
they need to face the challenges of our 
culture.

“I’ve met countless young people 
who, in their heart of hearts, do not 
want to follow the call of the cul-
ture and become sexually active, but 
they feel ill-equipped to respond to 
the challenge,” explains Evert, who 
speaks to more than 100,000 teen-
agers each year at his seminars. “I 
believe the Theology of the Body was 
given to the Church for times such as 
this because it offers a unique, new 
‘language’ that absolutely resonates 
with audiences, including teenagers.”

The Theology of the Body teach-
ings of John Paul II have enjoyed an 
international groundswell of popu-
larity in the last five to ten years. 
The body of work was introduced to 
the world during the first six years 
of John Paul’s pontificate. In what 
would become his first major teaching 
as pope, the Holy Father used more 
than130 Wednesday audiences, from 
1979 to 1984, to introduce the faithful 
to new insights on the human person, 
sexuality, and God’s plan for human-
ity.

The Diocese of Winona will host 
a training session on this teaching 

and its application for teenage audi-
ences on [date, times, location]. The 
training will be conducted by Damon 
Owens- a T.O.B. for Teens facilitator. 

“The Theology of the Body is espe-
cially important for teens 
who are thinking every 
day about their bodies and 
souls as they search for 
meaning in their lives,” 
explains Brian Butler, a 
specialist in adolescent 
education who co-authored 
the Theology of the Body 
for Teens program with 
the Everts.  “This theology 
helps them to understand 
the significance of their 
sexuality and the purpose 
of their lives by presenting 
the truth of God’s life-giv-
ing and liberating love.”

The Theology of the 
Body for Teens, published 
by Ascension Press, uses 
a comprehensive approach 
that includes stories, real-
life examples, activities, 
prayers, and references 
to the culture that teens 
understand. This program 
takes two of the most con-
troversial topics, God and 
sex, and integrates them 
through John Paul II’s 
compelling vision for love 
and life.

The upcoming train-
ing will introduce youth 
ministers, directors of reli-

gious education, teachers and oth-
ers who work with teenagers to the 
pedagogy of the pope’s original teach-
ing and how it can be introduced 
to young audiences. The training 

includes lunch and resource material, 
including the Theology of the Body for 
Teens curriculum. For more informa-
tion, call Ben Frost @ 507-858-1258.

Local Seminar for Youth Leaders and Educators Being Offered in Albert Lea.
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My first experience of Pope 
Benedict XVI was shortly after he 
was elected in the spring of 2005. I 
traveled to Rome with a friend to pay 
my respects to John Paul II, who was 
a heroic figure in my life. 
I recall thinking to myself 
how difficult it would be 
for the new pontiff to fill 
the shoes of so great a 
predecessor. I showed up 
for Mass at St. Peter’s 
on Pentecost Sunday 
morning, and awaited 
my first glimpse of the 
new German Shepherd. 
And then it happened- 
the smell of incense and 
a full choir singing the 
Veni Sancte Spiritus and 
the Holy Father processing before my 
very eyes. Benedict walked within a 
few feet of my grasp, and I actually 
instinctively reached out my hand 
in his direction. I guess I figured it 
would be similar to the scriptural 
references of people reaching for the 
cloak of Peter. What I did not antici-
pate was papal bodyguards chopping 
my arms and pushing me back. I 
guess the policies are a bit stricter in 
the 21st century!  I continued to gaze 
upon the new pope, and I was filled 
with immense peace and joy. I shed a 
few tears and thanked our Heavenly 
Father for sending us our new Holy 
Father. After a few short minutes of 
seeing Benedict XVI, I had a deep 
appreciation and love for him. 

I’m convinced that the Young 
Catholics in our world have a simi-

lar appreciation for Benedict. One of 
the best examples of this admiration 
was at the World Youth Day gather-
ings. As a youth minister in Duluth 
I brought a group from my parish 
to Cologne, Germany for this event. 

During our two years of planning and 
fund-raising we were preparing to see 
Pope John Paul II. After his death, 
there were questions about the future 
of World Youth Day and if the new 
Pope would attend. I clearly remem-
ber the moment when Pope Benedict 
arrived to greet the one million youth 
gathered. A small chant started to 
surface throughout the crowd and it 
grew into a bellowing- “Benedetto! 
(clap, clap, clap, clap) Benedetto!”  
The energy was electric. Everywhere 
you looked there were youth scream-
ing, dancing, singing, and waving 
flags. Benedict XVI captivated the 
hearts of one million youth that day. 

Aside from these energetic gath-
erings, I believe that young people 
appreciated Pope Benedict for the 
way he challenged us to live the truth 

through love. In a world that is satu-
rated with secular and relativistic 
influences, he went toe to toe with 
these world views and proclaimed 
that Jesus Christ is the source of 
authentic joy. He once said to young 

people: “Dear friends, 
again and again the 
very notion of saints 
has been caricatured 
and distorted, as if to 
be holy meant to be 
remote from the world, 
naive and joyless-
-dare to be glowing 
saints, in whose eyes 
and hearts the love 
of Christ beams and 
who thus bring light to 
the world,” This is the 

potential he saw in us- 
even if we failed to see it in ourselves. 
Benedict called the young people to 
holiness. He encouraged us to be the 
“Light of the world, and the salt of 
the earth”(WYD 2005) Faith was not 
a coping mechanism, but rather an 
organic encounter of the living God! 
This is the Pope I will remember. This 
is the Pope my youth group remem-
bers. I pray this is the Pope our world 
remembers.   

In conclusion, I share with the 
young people of this Diocese, Pope 
Benedict's message to youth at the 
World Day of Peace. I pray that these 
words penetrate your heart-Thank 

you Pope Benedict XVI. We love you!     
Dear young people, you are a pre-

cious gift for society. Do not yield to 
discouragement in the face of difficul-
ties and do not abandon yourselves to 
false solutions which often seem the 
easiest way to overcome problems. Do 
not be afraid to make a commitment, to 
face hard work and sacrifice, to choose 
the paths that demand fidelity and con-
stancy, humility and dedication. Be con-
fident in your youth and its profound 
desires for happiness, truth, beauty and 
genuine love! Live fully this time in your 
life so rich and so full of enthusiasm.

Realize that you yourselves are an 
example and an inspiration to adults, 
even more so to the extent that you 
seek to overcome injustice and cor-
ruption and strive to build a better 
future. Be aware of your potential; never 
become self-centered but work for a 
brighter future for all. You are never 
alone. The Church has confidence in 
you, follows you, encourages you and 
wishes to offer you the most precious 
gift she has: the opportunity to raise 
your eyes to God, to encounter Jesus 
Christ, who is himself justice and peace.

The Office of 
Youth & Young 

Adults

Ben Frost

Director
bfrost@dow.org

Pope Benedict Loved by Youth

Youth with His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI at World Youth Day.

By: Ben Frost

Boy Scout Awards
Pillars of Faith & Bronze Pelican

These Pillars of Faith awards are 
the first ever awarded by the Diocese 
of Winona, presented to those boys who 
have earned all four of the Catholic 
religious emblems during their tenure 
as Boy Scouts. Also earning them were 
Chris Huhn and Jon Huhn. Only some 
4% of Scouts reach the rank of Eagle. 
Even fewer Scouts earn a religious 
emblem, so to earn all four Catholic 
emblems is monumental.

The Bronze Pelican award is 

awarded by the diocese for notewor-
thy service to Catholic Boy Scouts. 
Recipients are also active in their par-
ish and serve as excellent role models 
to youth.

Donald Ahlstrom, not pictured, 
received the St. George emblem last 
summer. The St. George is the high-
est award presented to Catholic adults 
serving the Boy Scouts of America. It 
is established by the National Catholic 
Committee on Scouting.

Submitted by: Loren Dahling

Pictured in photo from L to R are Chris Larsen - Bronze Pelican, Zach Larsen - Pillars 
of Faith, Michael Medlyn - Pillers of Faith, Peter Hegland - Pillers of Faith, Joe Dahling 

- Pillers of Faith Tim Valley - Bronze Pelican.
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Operation Andrew
Dinner

"Come, and you will see."

April 21 
at St. John the Evangelist, Rochester

This dinner is an opportunity for pastors to bring young men 
out for an evening of fellowship, prayer and to hear priests' voca-
tion stories. 

Please consider joining us! 
For more information, please contact Fr. Will Thompson: (651) 380-

6512 or email: wthompson@dow.org

dinner begins at 5:30pm

Pope Benedict had a special 
place in his heart and his ministry 
for vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated life.  The first time I 
ever saw Pope Benedict was at a 
gathering of seminarians at World 
Youth Day in Germany in 2006.  
He frequently spoke about how 
people may respond to God’s call.  
He didn’t focus on a need for more 
vocations, however, as he stated in 
his homily on the 47th World Day 
of Prayer for Vocations in 2010: 

“The fruitfulness of our efforts 
to promote vocations depends pri-
marily on God’s free action, yet, 
as pastoral experience confirms, it 
is also helped by the quality and 
depth of the personal and com-
munal witness of those who have 
already answered the Lord’s call to 
the ministerial priesthood and to 
the consecrated life, for their wit-
ness is then able to awaken in oth-
ers a desire to respond generously 
to Christ’s call.”

Pope Benedict spoke about voca-
tions as a reality that would flow 
from the love of God.  If we love 
God, our state in life will become 
clear.  He would go on to say:

“A fundamental element, one 
which can be seen in every vocation 
to the priesthood and the consecrat-
ed life, is friendship with Christ. 
Jesus lived in constant union with 
the Father and this is what made 
the disciples eager to have the 
same experience; from him they 
learned to live in communion and 
unceasing dialogue with God. If the 
priest is a ‘man of God’, one who 
belongs to God and helps others to 
know and love him, he cannot fail 

to cultivate a deep intimacy with 
God, abiding in his love and mak-
ing space to hear his Word. Prayer 
is the first form of witness which 
awakens vocations. Like the 
Apostle Andrew, who tells 
his brother that he has come 
to know the Master, so too 
anyone who wants to be a 
disciple and witness of Christ 
must have ‘seen’ him person-
ally, come to know him, and 
learned to love him and to 
abide with him.”

It is this love for and from 
Jesus that leads us to know 
and live our vocations.  It is 
also this love that moves us 
out of ourselves:

“Another aspect of the 
consecration belonging to the 
priesthood and the religious 
life is the complete gift of 

oneself to God… In following Jesus, 
everyone called to a life of special 
consecration must do his utmost 
to testify that he has given him-
self completely to God. This is the 
source of his ability to give himself 
in turn to those whom Providence 
entrusts to him in his pastoral 
ministry with complete, constant 
and faithful devotion, and with the 
joy of becoming a companion on 
the journey to so many brothers 
and sisters, enabling them too, to 
become open to meeting Christ, so 
that his Word may become a light 
to their footsteps.”

Finally, Pope Benedict sought to 
remind us that neither the priest-
hood nor the consecrated life is a 
lonely life: “A third aspect which 
necessarily characterizes the priest 
and the consecrated person is a life 
of communion. Jesus showed that 
the mark of those who wish to be 
his disciples is profound commu-

nion in love: “By this all men will 
know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another” 
(Jn 13:35). In a particular way 
the priest must be a man of com-
munion, open to all, capable of 
gathering into one the pilgrim flock 
which the goodness of the Lord 
has entrusted to him, helping to 
overcome divisions, to heal rifts, to 
settle conflicts and misunderstand-
ings, and to forgive offences.”

The Successor of Peter wanted 
us to know the truth about voca-
tions: that they come from God and 
are for the benefit of the Church.  
God inspires us, but we can also 
encourage others to a life of loving 
service through our own witness.  
It is necessary for priests and reli-
gious to offer this witness, and also 
for married persons.  Love begets 
love and always leads us to its 
source in God.

Pope Benedict XVI: 
Vocations come from God, for 
the Benefit of the Church
By: Fr. Will Thompson

The Office of 
Vocations

Rev. Will 
Thompson

Director
wthompson@

dow.org
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The Lord is calling me to 'climb the mountain'
The following is the full text of Pope Benedict XVI's 
last Angelus address before he stepped down on 
Thursday, February 28. 

"Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Thank you for your affection!
Today, the second Sunday of Lent, we 

have a particularly beautiful Gospel, the 
Transfiguration of the Lord. The evan-
gelist Luke puts particular emphasis on 
the fact that Jesus was transfigured as 

he prayed: his is a profound experience 
of relationship with the Father during a 
sort of spiritual retreat that Jesus lives 
on a high mountain in the company of 
Peter, James and John, the three dis-
ciples always present in moments of 
divine manifestation of the Master (Luke 
5:10, 8.51, 9.28).

The Lord, who shortly before had fore-
told his death and resurrection (9:22), 
offers his disciples a foretaste of his 
glory. And even in the Transfiguration, 
as in baptism, we hear the voice of the 
Heavenly Father, "This is my Son, the 

Chosen One listen to him" (9:35). The 
presence of Moses and Elijah, represent-
ing the Law and the Prophets of the Old 
Covenant, it is highly significant: the 
whole history of the Alliance is focused 
on Him, the Christ, who accomplishes 
a new "exodus" (9:31) , not to the prom-
ised land as in the time of Moses, but 
to Heaven. Peter's words: "Master, it 
is good that we are here" (9.33) repre-

sents the impos-
sible attempt to 
stop this mystical 
experience. St. 
Augustine says: 
"[Peter] ... on the 
mountain ... had 
Christ as the food 
of the soul. Why 
should he come 
down to return to 
the labours and 
pains, while up 
there he was full 
of feelings of holy 
love for God that 
inspired in him 
a holy conduct? 
"(Sermon 78.3: 

PL 38, 491).
We can draw a very important les-

son from meditating on this passage of 
the Gospel. First, the primacy of prayer, 
without which all the work of the aposto-
late and of charity is reduced to activism. 
In Lent we learn to give proper time to 
prayer, both personal and communal, 
which gives breath to our spiritual life. In 
addition, to pray is not to isolate oneself 
from the world and its contradictions, as 
Peter wanted on Tabor, instead prayer 
leads us back to the path, to action. "The 
Christian life”, I wrote in my Message 

for Lent, “consists in continuously scal-
ing the mountain to meet God and then 
coming back down, bearing the love and 
strength drawn from him, so as to serve 
our brothers and sisters with God's own 
love "(n. 3).

Dear brothers and sisters, I feel that 
this Word of God is particularly directed 
at me, at this point in my life. The Lord 
is calling me to "climb the mountain", 
to devote myself even more to prayer 
and meditation. But this does not mean 
abandoning the Church. Indeed, if God 
is asking me to do this, it is so that I can 
continue to serve the Church with the 
same dedication and the same love with 
which I have done thus far, but in a way 
that is better suited to my age and my 
strength. Let us invoke the intercession 
of the Virgin Mary: may she always help 
us all to follow the Lord Jesus in prayer 
and works of charity."

The Holy Father speaking to the people at his last Angelus message.

A view of the enormous crowd gath-
ered to hear his final Angelus message.

 “Let us pray for the Pope and his successor.”  It 
was like an electric current jolting me to attention 
as I heard Deacon Jerry pray these words during 
the Prayers of the Faithful on Monday, February 
11. I quickly looked around to see if anyone could 
clue me in on this world-breaking event.  Had the 
pope died?  Fortunately, those close to me saw my 
grave concern and gently said, “The Pope is retir-
ing.”  With a grateful heart that Pope Benedict XVI 
was still among us, I relaxed and celebrated mass 
with a sense of awe and wonder at how the Spirit 
moves in our lives and in the life of the Church. 

 I remember clearly April 19, in 2005 as the 
Resurrection staff gathered around Fr. Loomis’ 
T.V. to wait for the curtain to open.  Pope Benedict 
XVI stepped out onto the balcony and I recognized 
him.  I was thrilled and filled with a quiet con-

fidence in our new Shepherd.  Why did I feel so 
strongly?  In 1999, when Msgr. Schmitz hired me 
as Resurrection’s Director of Ministries, I real-
ized quite quickly that I had much more to learn 
about my Catholic faith.  I read many books, but 
none that equaled the writings of Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger in articulating the Catholic faith.  I was 
born Catholic but fell in love with my faith through 
reading his writings and books.  He was the con-
summate teacher of the faith.  

I knew in this new parish leadership role, I 
needed to have a better understanding of the cur-
rent issues and concerns.  Time and again, I would 
go back to the book, “Salt of the Earth,” an interview 
between Cardinal Ratzinger and Peter Seewald. 
Not only was this book written in a comfortable con-
versational format, but the questions were intrigu-
ing.  They talked about a host of controversial 
and difficult issues that were facing Catholicism 
and Christianity at the close of the millennium.  

Ratzinger’s answers were brief, to the point, yet so 
rich in meaning.  His responses in this book gave 
me confidence to be a more public witness for the 
Catholic faith.  One of my favorite quotes from this 
book came in response to Peter asking how many 
ways to God were there. He responded, “As many 
as there are people. For even within the same faith 
each man’s way is an entirely personal one.”  His 
words rang true and my heart was transformed in 
hearing them.  This first introduction to Cardinal 
Ratzinger “caught” me.  Twelve years later, I have 
an entire bookshelf filled with his books. He, a 
seeker of truth, was a voice of clarity. I hope he will 
continue to write throughout his retirement.

But nothing was as transforming as being in the 
presence of the Chair of Peter. When it was announced 
that Pope Benedict XVI would be coming to the 
United States in 2008 with one stop being Nationals 
Park in Washington D.C., I called my son who was 
living in New Eyes, cont. on YOF pg. 2

The Holy Father Gave Me New Eyes of Faith
By: Cheryl Kieffer, Director of Ministries, at the 
parish of the Church of the Resurrection



PoPe Benedict XVi2 - Year of Faith, March 2013

       vent of the       onth

D.C. to see if he would go with me. As 
we winded our way up the stadium 
steps to find our seats among the thou-
sands of people gathering for Mass 
on April 17, the mood of the crowd 
was expectant and joyful. There were 
people from everywhere, not just with-
in the U.S. As we rounded the final 
corner, the worship space was breath-
taking. The energy in the air was 
electric, but something quite different 
was soon to happen. As Archbishop 
Donald Wuerl spoke, I was moved 
by the intentionality of the Catholic 
people in Washington, D.C. as they 
had prepared for his visit. They had 
read his encyclical letter, Deus Caritas 
Est, God is Love.  This was a people 
who had been introduced to the heart 
of this man’s teaching. I can still 
feel today, the incredible heightened 
joy and peace that arrived with the 
pope’s entrance into that stadium. As 
he made his way around in the pope 
mobile, he soon was right below me.  

It was in that moment that I realized 
that this humble, quiet, intellectually 
gifted man, knew that the outpouring 
of love from the people gushing forth 
was directed at something much great-
er than himself. It was the Chair of 
Peter that captured our attention. The 
Spirit washed over you in a way that I 
had not experienced before or since, as 
strong and active in the Church as it 
was for the first apostles.

It takes faith and trust to know 
when to let go as Pope Benedict XVI 
has demonstrated with his retirement 
announcement. Let us have faith and 
trust in the Spirit at work in the 
Church. 

“Do not be afraid of Christ! He 
takes nothing away, and he gives you 
everything. When we give ourselves 
to him, we receive a hundredfold in 
return. Yes, open, open wide the doors 
to Christ – and you will find true life. 
Amen.” –Pope Benedict XVI

New Eyes, cont'd from YOF pg. 1

There are many 
great life lessons 
that Pope Benedict 
XVI passed on 
to us during his 
Pontificate, but 
three in particular 
stick out to me. The first lesson is: “Be 
yourself” in the life of grace. Nobody 
can deny that Pope Benedict had a 
“tough act to follow” in succeeding 
Pope John Paul II as the Supreme 
Pontiff of the Catholic Church. Pope 
Benedict must have felt some pres-
sure to try to “be John Paul II,” rather 
than to be himself. Pope Benedict 
lived out who God had made him 
and called him to be, and he did it 
gracefully and genuinely. The quiet, 
unassuming, gentle, kind, joyful, and 
pious demeanor of Pope Benedict was 
a genuine expression of who he was 
and is as person. His personal witness 
gave us permission to be ourselves 
in the life of grace. Thank you, Holy 
Father, for showing us how to be our-
selves in living out the call God has 
entrusted to us.

A second lesson that Pope Benedict 
taught us was the importance of a life 
of interiority. Pope Benedict clearly 
had a deep interior life. This is evident 

in the quality and 
depth of his encycli-
cals and other writ-
ings, and the depth 
and beauty of his 
homilies. As a priest, 
Pope Benedict, in a 
special way, called 
his brother priests 
to a stronger interior 
life during the “Year 
for Priests” which 
he summoned the 
Church to from June 
19, 2009 to June 11, 
2010. Pope Benedict 
stated in the letter 
proclaiming the “Year 
for Priests,” that this 
year was “meant to deepen the com-
mitment of all priests to interior 
renewal for the sake of a stronger and 
more incisive witness to the Gospel in 
today’s world” (Letter of His Holiness 
Pope Benedict XVI Proclaiming a Year 
for Priests on the 150th Anniversary 
of the ‘Dies Natalis” of the Cure of 
Ars). During the “Year for Priests” 
Pope Benedict highlighted St. John 
Vianney as model for the priestly inte-
rior life and exhorted priests and the 
Faithful alike to join in fervent prayer 
for a renewal of priestly interior life 

and priestly pastoral charity. Pope 
Benedict quotes St. John Vianney, 
stating: “A good shepherd, a pastor 
after God’s heart, is the greatest trea-
sure which the good Lord can grant to 
a parish, and one of the most precious 
gifts of Divine Mercy” (ibid.). 

A third lesson that Pope Benedict 
taught us was what faith is and what 
it looks like in our lives. According to 
Pope Benedict, faith is “not the result 
of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but 
the encounter with an event, a person, 
which gives life a new horizon and 
a decisive direction” (Deus Caritas 
Est – God is Love, no. 1). A life of 
faith is ultimately a 
life based on God’s love 
for us, and our accep-
tance of that love. “We 
have come to know and 
to believe in the love 
God has for us” (1 John 
4:16). Faith is a way of 
life, not a momentary 
decision. As we live in 
the love God has for 
us we become love for 
others. We are literally 
transformed from the 

inside out and are able to 
proclaim with humility and 
gratitude, like St. Paul: “It 
is no longer I who live, but 
it is Christ who lives in 
me” (Galatians 2:20). As 
a result of receiving God’s 
love for us we are able 
to love God and neighbor. 
Pope Benedict teaches us 
that faith for Christians 
is: “that encounter with 
God in Christ which awak-
ens their love and opens 
their spirits to others. As 
a result, love of neighbor 
will no longer be for them 
a commandment imposed, 
so to speak, from without, 

but a consequence deriving from their 
faith, a faith which becomes active 
through love” (Deus Caritas Est, no. 
31a).

There are so many life lessons that 
Pope Benedict XVI taught us through 
his witness, words, and writings dur-
ing his papacy. We thank you, Pope 
Benedict, for these past eight years. 
We especially thank you for teaching 
us how to “be ourselves” in the life 
of grace, for encouraging us to have 
a deep interior life, and for teaching 
us what faith is and what it is to look 
like in our lives. May God abundantly 
bless you!Inspiring my Vocation

Pope Benedict XVI is the second Pope of my lifetime. 
When Pope John Paul II died, I remember the anticipation 
and excitement seemingly throughout the world of who 
the next Pope would be. As a freshman in college (before I 
had entered IHM seminary), I remember well the impact 
this process had on me. I remember watching the national 
television as my primary source for information and their 
focus was largely on who would be the next pope. There 
were all kinds of speculations (as now) about a pope from 

Africa or even possibly from America. None of this really attracted me all that 
much. What drew my attention is how God was at work in my own heart. I was 
enthralled with the idea that the Holy Spirit was actually the one choosing our 
next Successor of Peter. This timing was crucial in my life, because Pope John 
Paul II had a huge impact on my life from my encounter with him at World 
Youth Day in Toronto, Canada and I knew the impact this next Pope would 
have on the world as well. 

However, little did I realize that God was using this election of our next 
Pope to make known to me more about my own vocation. When it was 
announced that Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger would succeed as Pope Benedict 
XVI for this ministry for the entire Church, I myself was drawn more deeply 
into wonder about whether God was calling me to serve Him in a particular 
role as His priest. This thought made me nervous, it was late in the semester 
and I had already committed with a couple guys to living in the dorms with 
them for the next fall. I had applied to the Newman Center at Bemidji State 
and had been offered a position to serve there more intentionally. Yet, with all 
this excitement taking place in the Church, it moved my heart to pray and ask 
God for guidance. Beautifully, as God chose His Successor of Peter, a humble 
and faithful man with much to offer, he also chose a weak and rather erratic 
young man to enter seminary for the Diocese of Winona and begin his own 
journey to priesthood.

On the day of the announcement of Pope Benedict’s election, I remember 
sitting before the television for a number of hours as many from my dorm 
floor gathered in my room to catch bits and pieces of the election. I knew this 
was a momentous time for the Church and how true that has been as Pope 
Benedict XVI has been an incredible ‘father’ and ‘teacher’ for the world dem-
onstrating what it means to live a life of complete availability to the service 
of God. In times when many people are calling for this or that change in the 
Church, Pope Benedict XVI called for each of us to give the gift of ourselves to 
Christ and to witness to the world through evangelization with love and joy 
to the enduring message of salvation for all those who believe with their lives 
in Jesus Christ.

Three Lessons from Pope Benedict XVI
By Fr. Jeff Dobbs

By Fr. Jason Kern
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The Election of the Next Pope
Ordinarily the election of a Pope 

is preceded by the death of his pre-
decessor; but another legitimate way 
in which the Pope ceases in office is 
his own free resignation of that office 
(canon 332, §2). The Pope is a bishop 
of the Church, and his episcopal char-
acter never changes in virtue of the 
indelible mark imprinted by episcopal 
ordination. While the supreme pon-
tificate is established by Jesus Christ, 
it is an office that does not impart an 
indelible mark upon its recipient. And 
so it can be freely assumed (upon elec-
tion) and freely resigned. 

In an act the likes of which have not 
been seen since 1415, His Holiness, 
Pope Benedict XVI announced his res-
ignation on February 11, 2013, which 
took effect on February 28, 2013, at 
8 p.m. Rome time. At that moment, 
the man and bishop Joseph Ratzinger 
ceased to be the Supreme Pontiff 
actively governing the Church, even 
while he remains Benedict XVI, the 
264th successor of St. Peter (which is 
a fact of history). He has now become 
the Bishop emeritus of Rome (cf. c. 
402, §1).

Who can be elected Pope? How is 
he elected? Does the resignation (non-
death) of Pope Benedict XVI have 
any impact on the election of his 
successor? How should we the faith-
ful be disposed during this period of 
resignation, interregnum (the time 

between the Popes), and election? 
These issues are regulated by some 
norms published in 1996 by Pope Bl. 
John Paul II, as well as by two docu-
ments issued by Pope Benedict XVI in 
2007 and 2013.

Who can be elected to the papa-
cy? The Church’s discipline does not 
explicitly deal with this matter. Since 
the late 1300s, Cardinals alone have 
been elected, and it is presumed that 
this is what will happen in a papal 
election. For when the Cardinal elec-
tors swear an oath of fidelity at the 

beginning of the election, they say, 
in part: “We likewise promise, pledge 
and swear that whichever of us by 
divine disposition is elected Roman 
Pontiff will commit himself faithfully 
….” (emphasis added). 

It should be recognized, however, 
that a non-Cardinal can be elected. 
Canon law even acknowledges the 
possibility that a non-bishop may be 
elected, in which case he must be 
ordained to the episcopate immediate-
ly (canon 332, §1). Authors tradition-
ally hold that, as a minimum, one can 
only be elected to the papacy who is a 
man, baptized, and mentally capable 
of accepting election and governing 
the Church.

The Election. The election of the 
Pope takes place in an event that is 
called a Conclave—from the Latin 
word conclave (“with a key”), mean-
ing a small room that is capable of 
being locked. The Conclave for Pope 
Benedict XVI’s successor will take 
place in Vatican City, specifically in 
the Sistine Chapel; the Cardinals 
will be lodged in the Domus Sanctæ 
Marthæ. 

The Cardinals of the Holy Roman 
Church who have not yet passed their 
80th birthday ordinarily convene in 
the Vatican within 15-20 days after 
the resignation takes effect. Typically, 
when the Pope ceases from office 
by death, nine consecutive days are 
taken to celebrate his funeral rites 
(the novemdiales), which is obviously 
not necessary in this case. If the 
Cardinal electors in fact arrive in 

Rome before 15 days have passed, 
the College of Cardinals can start the 
election earlier.

On the opening day of the Conclave, 
the electors will convene for solemn 
Holy Mass offered for the election of 
the new Pope, probably at St. Peter’s 
Basilica. Later, they will convene at 
the Sistine Chapel, and each of the 
electors individually will swear an 
oath to obey the laws governing papal 
elections, to be faithful if elected, to 
observe secrecy, and to resist any sup-
port of external influences. A medi-

tation will be given by some 
approved Churchman, other 
preliminary matters will be 
resolved, and the election will 
begin. The Cardinals will not 
be able to communicate with 
anyone outside of the Conclave 
in any way; special exceptions 
can be made only for particular 
cases of urgent necessity.

The election of the Pope will 
occur by a 2/3 (or 2/3 +1) major-
ity of votes by the Cardinals. 
Voting occurs by secret ballot. 
There is a maximum of four 
ballots cast in one day: two in 
the morning, two in the after-
noon. If the election begins on 
the first day of the Conclave, 
only one ballot is cast that day. 
When each elector presents 
each of his ballots, he swears an 
oath that he is choosing the one 
whom he thinks, before God, 
should be elected. 

If the ballots are inconclu-
sive for three days (i.e., after 
about 8-9 ballots), the Cardinals 
take a break for up to one day, 
during which there is prayer, 
discussion, and a spiritual dis-
course by a Cardinal. Voting 
resumes for seven ballots if 
necessary, followed by a simi-
lar break and seven more bal-
lots; if inconclusive, there is a 
similar break and up to seven 
ballots. If the Pope is still not 
elected, there is a similar day-
long break, followed by a ballot 

on only the two can-
didates who received 
the most votes in the 
last ballot; these two 
candidates may not 
vote.

Once a Pope is 
chosen, he is asked 
in the Conclave 
if he accepts and, if so, 
what name he chooses for 
himself. Each Cardinal 
approaches him to make 
an act of homage and obe-
dience. Then, the election 
and the name of the new 
Pope are announced pub-
licly. The record of the vot-
ing results from each bal-
lot are given to the elected 
Pope and then stored in an 
archive.

The role of the rest of 
the faithful. The rest of the 

Church during this period is called 
to stand in prayerful expectation for 
the election of her shepherd. The 
above-mentioned document issued by 
Bl. John Paul II provides an edifying 
exhortation in this regard: 

“During the vacancy of the 
Apostolic See, and above all while 
the election of the Successor of Peter 
is taking place, the Church is unit-
ed in a very special way with the 
sacred Pastors and particularly with 
the Cardinal electors of the Supreme 
Pontiff, and she implores from God a 

new Pope as a gift of his goodness and 
providence. Indeed, just like the first 
community of Christians described 
in the Acts of the Apostles (cf. 1:14), 
the entire Church, spiritually gath-
ered with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, 
must with one heart persevere in 
prayer; thus it happens that the elec-
tion of the new Pontiff is not some-
thing disconnected from the People 
of God and pertaining to the College 
of electors alone, but is in a certain 
sense an action of the whole Church.
...[H]umble and assiduous prayers 
are to be offered to the Lord (cf. 
Matt 21:22; Mark 11:24), that he may 
enlighten the minds of the electors 
and make them so unified in their 
task that a speedy, harmonious and 
fruitful election may take place, as the 
salvation of souls and the good of the 
whole People of God demand.”

Mr. William Daniel is a canon 
lawyer of the Diocese of Winona, serv-
ing as a Tribunal Judge and Vice-
Chancellor. If you have a canon law 
question which may be considered in a 
future issue, you may send them to the 
Associate Editor at tmartin@dow.org. 

The Cardinals gathered in the Sistine Chapel for a Papal Conclave.

Ask a   
Canon Lawyer
By Mr. William Daniel
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Color Key: 
General youth adults sChool 
teaChers/CateChists

March 1-11, 2013:
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes and 
Fatima
CONTACT:  Corporate Travel Services, Inc., 
(313) 565-8888

March 4-5, 2013:
Lenten Retreat Days for Faith 
Formation, Youth Ministry and 
Catholic School administrators, with 
Fr. James Kubicki, S.J.
CONTACT:  Sr. Mary Juanita Gonsalves, RSM

March 16, 2013:
Diocesan Women’s night with Vicki 
Thorn, St James Coffee House, 
Rochester.
CONTACT:  Theresa Martin, Endow@dow.org

March 23, 2013:
Together in Ministry program on 
Vatican II. Third session, Alverna 
Center, Winona
CONTACT:  Todd Graff

April 4-5, 2013:
Theology of the Body for Teens facili-
tator training.  St. Theodore Church, 
Alberta Lea.
CONTACT:  Ben Frost

April 12, 2013:
Diocesan “Together in Faith” pro-

gram for Catholic school teachers and 
administrators (Mankato)
CONTACT:  Marsha Stenzel

April 27, 2013:
Together in Ministry program on 
Vatican II. Final session, Alverna 
Center, Winona
CONTACT:  Todd Graff

May 18, 2013:
Diocesan Women's Event: Mother - 
Daughter Luncheon! All women are 
invited for they are all mothers in 
some way! Ss. Peter and Paul Church, 
Mankato
CONTACT:  Theresa Martin

July 19-30, 2013:
World Youth Day Pilgrimage for the 
Diocese of Winona to Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil.
CONTACT:  Ben Frost

August 12-15, 2013:  
Junior High Catholic Summer Camp 
at Eagle Bluff in Lanesboro
CONTACT:  Ben Frost

August 26, 2013:  
Catechetical Day 2013
CONTACT:  Sr. Mary Juanita Gonsalves, RSM

November 24, 2013:  
Official Closing of the Year of Faith for 
the Universal Church

It has come to our attention that in addition to the names of 
the Year of Faith essay contest winners posted in the last 
issue of the Courier, Peter Lehn, from St. Peter’s Parish 
in Hokah, is the home school winner for the 7-8 grade division. 
Peter’s chosen saint is Saint Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles

Correction from Last Month's Issue
Year of Faith Essay Contest Winners

Join us for the Diocesan Women’s Night on March 16 at St. James Coffee, Rochester. Women 
from across the Diocese of Winona are invited to an evening of faith, inspiration and friendship. Vicki 
Thorn, the foundress of Project Rachel and the executive director of the National Office of Post-Abortion 
Reconciliation and Healing, will speak on The Biology of the Theology of the Body.

Vicki Thorn is an international speaker and author on the topics of abortion’s aftermath as well as 
the process of post-abortion healing. She has received many awards, one of the more recent being the 
People of Life Award in August 2009 from the Pro-Life Secretariat of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops for her pro-life service to the Church. 

This event is hosted by Endow. Come and learn more about Endow and how to start an Endow 
study group. Endow, which stands for Educating on the Nature and Dignity of Women, is dedicated to the 
promotion of a New Feminism based on the teachings of Blessed Pope John Paul II. The Endow adult 
program consists of study groups of women who meet in local parishes or members’ homes. Mothers and 
daughters, sisters and friends come together to grow in the teachings of the Church and so deepen in their 
faith. The influence of this deepening in faith is seen in how their family life and community is transformed. 

The Women’s Night is from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. St. James Coffee is located at 4156 18th Ave. NW. 
The event will include a wine and cheese social, a powerful speaker, and fun give-aways. Theresa Martin, 
Endow Coordinator for the Diocese of Winona, will have her new book, Woman, How Great Thou Art in 
paperback available to be signed and taken home. 

Please RSVP Theresa Martin at Endow@dow.org by March 13th if you are interested in attend-
ing this event. The event is FREE for all, but please RSVP as soon as you can for space is limited!

       vent of theE
M        onth

By Sr. Mary Juanita, R.S.M.

The Office of Faith 
Formation

Sr. Mary 
Juanita 

Gonsalves, 
RSM

Director
faithformation

@dow.org

What does “ecumenism” mean? What effort 
has the Holy Father made in this area during 
his pontificate? And, how does it affect us? 
Answering these questions in this brief article 
would not do justice to the immense contribu-
tion of the Pope to ecumenism. In a very sim-
ple way, these questions can be answered by 
reflecting on Pope Benedict’s call to rediscover 
the faith during this Year of Faith. 

The Year of Faith, which began on October 
11, 2012, and ends on November 24, 2013, 
is a “summons to an authentic and renewed 

conversion to the Lord, 
the One Savior of the 
world” (Porta Fidei 6). The Catholic principle 
on ecumenism comes from an encounter with 
Christ, who was made man to “give new life to 
the entire human race and unify it” (Unitatis 
redintegratio, Decree on Ecumenism).  At the 
last supper, Christ prayed to his Father for all 
who believe in him: “that they all may be one; 
even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us, so that the 

By Sr. Mary Juanita Gonsalves, R.S.M.

Ecumenism, cont. pg. 14

Events in the Diocese 
for the Year of Faith

Humility is not a word praised 
much in society, but it radiates from 
our dear Holy Father, Benedict XVI. 
I met him when he was Cardinal 
Ratzinger. I was studying abroad in 
Rome and befriended a German gal 
named Marta. She told us how much 
she admired Cardinal Ratzinger 
because he held a weekly mass 
for all German speaking people in 
Rome every Thursday morning.

"You should come! I will intro-
duce you!" she decided. How could 
we refuse? I was nervous; I had met 
other bishops and was completely 
inept at the proper salutations. And 
Cardinal Ratzinger was the Prefect 
of the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith! "A little intimidated" 

was an understatement! Yet, Marta 
was persistent and so I went.

The German at Mass went right 
over my head - oh man! I was so 
lost. Afterwards, we waited anx-
iously in the courtyard and then 
out came Marta with Cardinal 
Ratzinger. He was so gentle. He 
smiled sweetly, looked me right in 
the eyes (as if no one else was there) 
and asked how we were enjoying 
studying in Rome. He took time 
with us, listened attentively, told us 
how pleased he was to meet us and 
blessed us before saying farewell. 
He was so very patient and unas-
suming. I have yet to meet anyone 
else with such humility, one which 
radiates loving kindness. I'm still 
heartbroken at his retirement, but 
I know it must be God's will. 

By: Theresa Martin, 
Endow Coordinator

Blessed Humility

Pope Benedict's Tireless 
Work of Ecumenism
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Tuesday, March 12, 2013
New Brighton, MN

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church

835 2nd Ave. NW
Father Michael Skluzacek

651-633-8333
6:15 p.m. Mass

Wednesday, March 13, 2013
North St. Paul, MN

St. Peter
Catholic Church
2000 N. Margaret St.
Father William DeZiel

651-777-8304
6:30 p.m. Rosary

7 p.m. Mass

Thursday, March 14, 2013
Pine Island, MN
St. Michael

Catholic Church
451 5th St. SW

Father Randal Kasel
507-356-4280

6:30 p.m. Rosary
7 p.m. Mass

Exposition, Talk, Confession and Healing Service

2013 theme: Catholic Schools Raise the Standards
National Catholic Schools Week

Winona - At a student assembly held during 
Catholic Schools Week, 2013, Cotter teachers 
received praise and thanks for all they do to make 
Catholic education possible in Winona. Each teacher 
was presented with a cross pin (along with some 
words of praise about each of them) from their stu-
dents. President Sr. Judith Schaefer and Campus 
Ministry Director Marisa Corcoran spoke about the 
importance of our teachers and their willingness to 
answer the call to their vocation; teaching, providing 
leadership and spiritual guidance to today’s youth.

Cotter Teachers Honored

Cotter Students Commissioned as Eucharistic Ministers

Cotter Schools provided training for 17 students who are now prepared to be 
Eucharistic Ministers for school Masses and also in their individual parishes.

Congratulations to the following students that were commissioned by the Most Reverend 
Bishop John Quinn at the All-School Mass held at The Basilica of St. Stanislaus Kostka during 
National Catholic Schools Week: Roger Brosnahan, Owen Burnikel, Elizabeth Cooper, John DeMarais, 
Katie Denzer, John Grattan, Kendra Kersting, Hannah Kosel, Charlie Kretschmer, Nick Masyga, Daniel 
Parlin, Brigid Paulson, Lauren Renk, Bethy Schneider, Matt Schrupp, Hannah Spiten, and Joe Tereba

Over the next few pages, take a peek into the wonderful world of Catholic 
Schools and how they celebrated National Catholic Schools Week "Raising 

the Standards" in the Diocese of WinonaSt. Mary’s School 
(Owatonna) 5th 

grade skating trip

During Catholic Schools Week, all grade levels at 
picked a special activity to do as a class. The 5th grade 
class chose to take a skating field trip. They had a blast!

School Mass 
at St. Isidore

The Office of 
Catholic Education

Marsha 
Stenzel

Director
mstenzel@dow.

org

(Pictured to the right) 
Fr. Mike Cronin celebrates 
the school Mass during 
National Catholic Schools 
Week at St. Isidore. Before 
Mass, students cleaned the 
church as a service project.
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Celebrating Catholic Schools Week!

CSW at Sacred Heart School (Adams)

The annual talent show showcas-
es the many gifts God has given 
Sacred Heart students and staff. Middle schoolers enjoy dressing up for Wacky Day.

Third graders show off their lucky cards for candy bar bingo.

Parents joined us for a breakfast 
of coffee and rolls.

Teams prepare to participate in the Religion Bee.

Crucifixion  School 
had a great time celebrating at 
their Talent Show & Sock Hop

St. Mary's in Madelia
St. Mary's School had a great Catholic Schools Week filled with swimming and 
fun dress up days.  Below are two photos from pajama day with 1st through 6th 

graders.  It's moments like this that show the school to be a family. 
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Celebrating Catholic Schools Week!

CSW at St. John Vianney School 

Leading cheers at the Catholic Schools Week pep rally at St. John Vianney.
Pajama Day is always fun! And on Pajama Day this year it was also Partner 

Reading. The children love reading to each other.

All Saints (Madison Lake)
Everyone enjoys Catholic 

Schools Week at All 
Saints!

Catholic Schools Week at St. Casimir (Wells)

What Students Love about St. Theodore Catholic School

For the past several years I have 
had the student write what they love 
about St. Theodore Catholic School. 
Here are the top five things the stu-
dents and parents love and would 
say are the standards of St. Theodore 
Catholic School. 

Standard #5: Fun: St. Theodore 
Catholic School is fun. The students 
enjoy their teachers, small class sizes, 
the opportunity to walk to the Albert 
Lea Public Library and participate 
in various community events with 
other students such as the Big Island 
Rendezvous and the Science Fair.  

Standard #4 Facts: The students 
love the opportunity to learn. Many 
students say Math is their favorite 
subject outside of Gym and recess. 
Because of the small class sizes the 
students are able to focus and get 
extra help from their teachers in order 
to ensure mastery of the lesson.

Standard #3 Friends: St. Theodore 
students develop long lasting friend-
ships. They are able to work together 
on various projects, and are willing to 
help each other out.  

Standard #2: Family: Many of 
the families, who send their chil-
dren to St. Theodore School men-
tion that the school is like a family.  

The families work hard together on 
various fund raisers and help out in 
various volunteer opportunities. Both 
students and parents love the once-a-
month PAKET(Parent And Kid Eat 
Together) Day when we gather as 
one big school family and have lunch 
together.  

Standard #1 Faith: Jesus Christ 
needs to be the heart of a Christian 
community. At St. Theodore School 
we strive to bring the message, love 
and teachings of Jesus Christ to our 
students, faculty and families. We 
accomplish this through the weekly 
celebration of Mass, the teaching of 
the Catholic religion in the classrooms 

every day, and praying.  The students 
look forward to weekly Mass and 
participating in various roles during 
Mass. Our students share their love 
with the shut-ins of our faith com-
munity. Once a month each student 
sends a note to a shut-in.  Once in 
a while the student receives a thank 
you note from the person they write.   

We at St. Theodore are blest to 
have a Catholic school where we can 
raise the standards. The School pro-
vides an atmosphere where are stu-
dents can have fun, learn the funda-
mentals, develop life-long friends, be 
part of a larger family and grow in 
their Catholic faith.

Submitted by: Michael Ellis



12 -The Courier, March 2013 CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Celebrating Catholic Schools Week!

St. Felix (Wabasha)

St. Francis of Assisi 

St. Francis School ‘raised the standards’ by saluting our troops 
with a red, white and blue day. Letters were written to ser-
vicemen and women thanking them for their service and let-
ting them know we were praying for them. The first graders 
attended Mass at Assisi Heights to celebrate with the Sisters, 
and take them thank you cards from the St. Francis of Assisi 
students. The students, teachers and staff at St. Francis 
Assisi School appreciate the legacy the sisters left for them 
and as well as the Sisters' contributions to Catholic education.

First Annual 
"Family Fun Through 

Service Night" an
Incredible Success!
During Catholic 

Schools Week cele-
bration, St. John the 
Evangelist/St. Pius X 
School, participated 
in outreach and ser-
vice to over 12 dif-
ferent organizations 
within the Rochester 
community.

The event was 
titled “Family Fun 
through Service 
Night.” Each student 
was invited to bring 
members from their 
family and participate 
together in hands-on 
service-learning projects, which help 
promote common good for others.

The evening focused on different 
"stations," each one providing fun, 
hands-on, service-learning projects, 
which will benefit eight different non-
profit organizations in Rochester. 

Approximately 450 students and 
families worked together bringing 
much enthusiasm, (and a bit of curi-
osity), and as a school community, a 
remarkable amount of service projects 
were completed. 

Here is a list of the many accom-
plishments: 

-100 birthday bags and birthday 
cards for Channel One Food Bank

-100 dog toys and 200 cat toys for 
Paws and Claws animal shelter.

-50 soup mixes and many nonper-
ishable food items donated for St. Pius 
food closet.

-39 blankets for Birthright
-21 Operation Hometown gratitude 

boxes packed with thank you notes 
and decorated boxes. 50 additional 
boxes decorated and 25 thank you 
notes written. The boxes and notes will 
be sent with future area collections.

-100 healthcare bags for Dorothy 
Day Hospitality House

-100 craft bags for Interfaith 
Hospitality

-50 decorated placemats for Dorothy 
Day Hospitality House

-98 forever flower bouquets and 
cards to be given to senior home-bound 
parishioners of St. John the Evangelist 
and St. Pius community

This is just one way Rochester 
Catholic Schools continues to live its 
mission to form student who love, 
learn and live their faith in service to 
others.

Submitted by: Laura Smith

Holy Spirit Catholic 
School, RCS

(To the left) Hope Rizzo smiles in 
front of her project at the Holy 

Spirit Science Fair.

(Below) The 7th grader’s who 
received an A.C.E. award, which 
is an Academic Certificate of 
Excellence, GPA of 3.5 or higher.
Back row: Shane Slettom, 
Elizabeth Hannan, Josie Hansen, 

Wynter Bergner, Brooke Younger, Madison Stevens, Clare Brunn, Adam Shedivy
Middle row: Teresa Doan, Hannah Ahmadi, Emma Warrington, Lindsey Angst, Hannah 
Wendorff, Emma Archbold
Front row: Noah Powell, Hunter Warfield, Lauren Rolfs, Julia Buntrock, Sophia Novak, Abby 
Adamski

(To the right) The members of 
Holy Spirit's Junior High Math 

League pose for a photo op.

Back row: Mrs. Karen Swatosh, 
Josie Hansen, Noah Hillman, 
Sean Egan, Hannah Wendorff

Front row: Sophia Novak, Liz 
Wright, Erica Dettinger, Emma 

Warrington

Students at St. Feliz had a wonderful time during Catholic Schools Week.

Everyone worked together to make the night a fantastic success.
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Many parishes throughout the diocese 
committed to offer consolation to the 
Heart of Christ through a Mass of 
Reparation for the sins of the Diocese 
of Winona. At least one Mass will be 
said every day:

Friday, March 1
8  a. m. -  St. Pius X, Rochester
Saturday, March 2
8  a. m. -Cathedral of the Sacred Heart  
Winona
Sunday, March 3
8 a. m. - St. Patrick, Lanesboro
Monday, March 4
8 a. m. - St. Casimir , Wells
4:30 p. m. - Holy Trinity, Rollingstone
Tuesday, March 5
8:30 a. m. - St. Anthony, Lismore
Wednesday, March 6
8:30 a. m. - St. Patrick, LeRoy
9 a. m. - Holy Family, Kasson
12:10 p. m. - St. John the Evangelist, 
Rochester
Thursday, March 7
8 a. m. - St. Teresa, Mapleton
8:30 a. m. - St. Anthony, Altura
9 a. m. - Pax Christi, Rochester
9 a. m. - St. Mary of the Lake, Lake 
City
2 p. m. - Thorncrest Nursing Home, 
Albert Lea
Friday, March 8
8:30 a. m. - Ss. Peter and Paul, Blue 
Earth
Saturday, March 9
5 p. m. - St. Francis de Sales, 
Claremont

Sunday, March 10
8 a. m. - St. James, Twin Lakes
9:30 a. m. - St. Columban, Preston
Monday, March 11
8:15 a. m. - St. John the Baptist, 
Mankato
Tuesday, March 12
8 a. m. - St. Ann, Janesville
8:30 a. m. - St. Luke, Sherburn
8:30 a. m. - St. Finbarr, Grand Meadow
9 a. m. - Christ the King, Byron
Wednesday, March 13
7 a. m. - Ss. Peter and Paul, Mankato
8:30 a. m.  - St. Kilian, St. Kilian
8:30 a. m. - St. Joseph, Rushford
Thursday, March 14
8 a. m. - St. Bernard, Stewartville
9 a. m. - St. Catherine, Luverne
2 p. m. - Good Samaritan, Albert Lea
Friday, March 15
8:30 a. m. - St. Gabriel, Fulda
9:45 a. m. - Gladdagh House, La 
Crescent
3:05 p. m. - St. Joachim, Plainview
Saturday, March 16
4:30 p. m. - Holy Spirit, Rochester
5 p. m. - St. John Vianney, Fairmont
5:15 p. m. - Sacred Heart, Waseca
Sunday, March 17
8:30 a. m. - St. Mary, Minneiska 
9 a. m. - St. John Baptist de La Salle  
Dodge Center 
10:30 a. m. - Sacred Heart, Owatonna 
Monday, March 18
8:30 a. m. - St. Columbanus, Blooming 
Prairie
Tuesday, March 19

8:30 a. m. - Sacred Heart, Hayfield
Wednesday, March 20
8 a. m. - St. Mary, Madelia
8:30 a. m. - St. Anthony, Westbrook
Thursday, March 21
8:30 a. m. - St. Adrian, Adrian
8:30 a. m. - St. Mary, Houston
10 a. m. - St. Paul, Minnesota City
12 p. m. - St. Mary, Caledonia
2 p. m. - St. Johns Health Care Center 
Albert Lea
5:15 p. m. - St. Mary, Worthington
6:30 p. m. - St. James, St. James
Friday, March 22
8:30 a. m. - Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
Wilmont
8:30 a. m. - Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
Currie
Saturday, March 23
4:30 p. m. - St. Felix, Wabasha
5 p. m. - St. Mary, Chatfield
Sunday, March 24
8 a. m. - St. Vincent de Paul  West 
Concord
8 a. m. - St. Matthew, Vernon Center
6 p. m. - Holy Spirit, Rochester
Monday, March 25
8:30 a. m. – Good Shepherd, Jackson
Tuesday, March 26
8 a. m. - St. Ann, Janesville
9 a. m. - St. Theodore, Albert Lea
Wednesday, March 27
8:30 a. m. - Sacred Heart, Waseca
Friday, March 29
12:15 p. m. - St. Joseph, Lakefield
Sunday, March 31
11 a. m. - St. Joseph, Owatonna

The Office of 
Evangelization & 

Apologetics
Raymond 
de Souza

Director
rdesouza@

dow.org

Masses of Reparation for Sins 

EVANGELIZATION & APOLOGETICS

Truths Explained by Benedict XVI
Benedict XVI was already known to 

the public decades before his election. 
I have often quoted from the famous 
Ratzinger Report, a book consisting of 
a series of interviews with Italian jour-
nalist Vittorio Messori and the then 
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect of 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith.

As Pope, he inaugurated the Year of 
Faith. I’d like to share with you some 
of his teachings uttered nearly 30 years 
ago, a series of ‘Forgotten Truths’ which 
made a profound impression in my intel-
lectual life and helped me understand 
the importance of remaining faithful to 
the Church teachings, regardless of any 
changes in life, culture, politics, and so 
on. Cardinal Ratzinger / Pope Benedict 
XVI was never afraid of calling a spade 
a spade: to ‘re-evangelize the baptized’ is 
necessary to affirm the truth with clar-
ity, fearlessness and charity.

The Church is Sacramental
“The Church of Christ is not a party, 

not an association, not a club. Her deep 
and permanent structure is not democrat-
ic but sacramental, consequently hierar-
chical. For the hierarchy based upon the 
Apostolic Succession is the indispensable 
condition to arrive at the strength, the 
reality of the Sacrament. Here authority 
is not based on the majority of votes; it is 
based on the authority of Christ Himself, 
which He willed to pass on to men who 
were to be His representatives until His 
definitive return.” (p. 49)

On the Second Vatican Council
“What the Popes and the Council 

Fathers were expecting was a new 
Catholic unity, and instead one has 
encountered a dissension which – to use 
the words of Paul VI – seems to have 
passed from self-criticism to self-destruc-

tion. There had been the expectation of a 
new enthusiasm, and instead too often 
it has ended in boredom and discourage-
ment. There had been the expectation of 
a step forward, and instead one found 
oneself facing a progressive process of 
decadence”…. “It must be clearly stated 
that a real reform of the Church presup-
poses an unequivocal turning away from 
the erroneous paths whose catastrophic 
consequences are already incontestable.” 
“Vatican II in its official promulgations, 
in its authentic documents, cannot be 
held responsible for this development 
which, on the contrary, radically contra-
dicts both the letter and the spirit of the 
Council Fathers.” (p. 30) “The Church 
today does not need any new reformers. 
The Church needs new saints.” (p.43)

Christ Alone Can Forgive Sin
 “There are priests who tend to trans-

form it [the Sacrament of confession] 
exclusively into a ‘conversation’, into a 
kind of therapeutic self-analysis between 
two persons on the same level. That 
seems to be much more human, more 
personal and more adapted to modern 
man. But this kind of confession incurs 
the risk of having little to do with the 
Catholic concept of the sacrament. … It 
is much more necessary that the priest 
be willing to remain in the background, 
thus leaving space for Christ, who alone 
can remit sin. The sense of scandal 
through which a man can say to another 
man, ‘I absolve you from your sins’, must 
be rediscovered. … The ‘I’ that says, ‘I 
absolve you’ is not that of a creature, but 
it is the direct ‘I’ of the Lord.” (pp. 56-7)

On the Foundations of the 
Christian Life

“It must be remembered that from 
the earliest times of Christianity there 
appears a permanent and unrelinquish-
able ‘nucleus’ of catechesis, hence of 

formation in the Faith. … All that is 
said about Faith, after all, is organised 
around four fundamental elements: the 
Credo, the Our Father, the Decalogue, 
the Sacraments. These embrace the 
foundations of the Christian life, the 
synthesis of the teachings of the Church, 
based on Scripture and Tradition. Here 
the Christian finds all that they must 
believe (the Credo) hope (the Our 
Father) do (the Decalogue) as 
well as the vital space in which 
all this must be accomplished 
(the sacraments). Today this fun-
damental structure is neglected 
in extensive areas of present-day 
catechesis. The result has been a 
disintegration of the sensus fidei 
in the new generations, who are 
often incapable of a comprehen-
sive view of their religion.” (p.73)

On a Spirituality for Today
“We must rediscover the cour-

age of non-conformism in the 
face of the trends of the affluent 
world.  Instead of following the 
spirit of the times, we ourselves 
must witness that spirit of non-
conformity with evangelical seri-
ousness. We have lost the sense 
that Christians cannot live just 
like ‘everybody else’.  The foolish 
idea according to which there is 
no specific Christian morality is 
only an expression of the loss of 
a basic concept: what is distinc-
tively ‘Christian’ with respect 
to the models of the ‘world.’ Even 
in some religious orders and con-
gregations true reform has been 
exchanged for the relaxation of 
traditional austerity until then 
in practice.  Renewal has been 
exchanged for comfort.” (pp. 114-
5)

By Raymond de Souza, KM

March Speaking Schedule

All talks begin at 7 p.m. sharp!

In March:
Friday, 1: St Bridget's, Simpson
Sunday, 3: St Mary's Houston
Tuesday, 5: St Charles, St Charles
Monday, 11: Newman Center, Winona
Thursday 14: St James Coffee House, 
Rochester
Friday 15: St Rose of Lima, Lewiston
Sunday 17: St Mary, Houston
Tuesday 19: Sacred Heart Cathedral, Winona
Wednesday 20: St Charles, St Charles
 
In April:
Monday 8:  WSU for Newman Center
Thursday 11: St James Coffee House, Rochester
Friday 12: Saint Rose of Lima, Lewiston
Saturday 13: St Charles (in Spanish)
April 14: St Joseph Worker, Mankato
Tuesday 16: Sacred Heart Cathedral, Winona
Wednesday 17: Holy Redeemer, Eyota
Thursday 18: WSU for Newman Center
 
In May:
Thursday 9: St James Coffee House, Rochester
May 10 - 13: Sts Peter & Paul, Mankato

There are still days available for April and May. 
Other parishes interested in booking talks on 
Apologetics for the Year of Faith are invited to 
contact Mr. Raymond de Souza at (507) 858-
1265 or RdeSouza@DOW.org.
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Thinking about a will?

Request a free Wills Kit from CRS. 

Learn what you need to know  
before you see an attorney.

1-888-277-7575 ext. 7262

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

Giving hope to a world of need.

Thoughts on the Papacy of 
Pope Benedict XVI world may believe that thou has sent me” (Jn 

17:21). Christ entrusted to Peter this mission of 
building His Church under the action of the Holy 
Spirit. Through the ages, separated churches and 
communities have arisen, but through the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, large numbers of Christians have 
felt the impulse to restore unity in the Church. 
This movement toward unity is called “ecumeni-
cal.”

 On April 24th, 2005, at St. Peter’s Square, 
Pope Benedict XVI, upon being elected successor of 
Peter, greeted the world, Catholics and those not 
in full communion with the Church, believers and 
non-believers, and made an explicit call to unity 
by quoting the words of Christ, “I have other sheep 
that are not of this fold; I must lead them too, and 
they will heed my voice. So there shall be one flock, 
one shepherd” (Jn 10:16).  In his first message after 
his election to the Papacy, Pope Benedict identified 
his primary duty: “to work tirelessly to rebuild the 
full and visible unity of all Christ's followers.” It 
is not surprising, then, that Pope Benedict’s pon-
tificate is marked with efforts to bring separated 
churches and communities into full communion 
with the Catholic Church. Acknowledging the need 
for conversion within the Church, Pope Benedict 
has reached out with humility to dialogue with 
communities suffering from separation from the 
Catholic Church, including the Society of Saint 
Pius X, the Anglican community, and the Lutheran 
communities. 

When Pope Benedict XVI announced the Year 
of Faith as beginning on October 11th, 2012, it 
marked the fiftieth anniversary of the Second 
Vatican Council and the twentieth anniversary 
of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Both the 
documents of the Second Vatican Council—includ-
ing the Declaration on Religious Freedom and the 
Declaration on Ecumenism— and the Catechism 
encourage the faithful to live the Gospel way of 
life, which is to seek the unity willed by God, not by 
altering the deposit of faith to fit another culture 
or belief, but by expressing the truth handed down 
by Christ in the different forms and ways that the 
faith is lived. This the faithful do by professing the 
faith in an act that is both personal and communi-
tarian, living out the faith so that the dignity of the 

human person is fostered, and celebrating the faith 
in the Sacred Liturgy, especially the Most Holy Eucharist. 
United to Christ in his prayer to the Father for unity, the 
faithful are exhorted in the words of Vatican II, “to recognize 
the signs of the times and to take an active and intelligent 
part in the work of ecumenism.” Let us pray in gratitude for 
Pope Benedict XVI, for the invitation to rediscover the con-
tent of the faith, so that strengthened in the knowledge of 
truth, we may work to rebuild friendships in Christ.

It is my privilege and great joy to serve as 
Executive Director of Catholic Charities of the 
Diocese of Winona.  Because I serve in this capac-
ity I have been asked to offer some thoughts on the 
papacy of Pope Benedict XVI from the perspective 
of Catholic Charities.  

I approached this assignment with some trepi-
dation.  Who am I to speak about Pope Benedict?  
While I am very knowledgeable about our Catholic 
Charities, I am not at all a scholar of Church his-
tory or of the papacy for that matter.  Surely others 
are far more qualified than me to offer informed 
and insightful perspectives on our retired Holy 
Father.  

Yet, as I soldiered on and reflected on his ser-
vice as Pope, I believe that our Catholic Charities 
embodies his guidance regarding what we do, how 
we do it, and why we do it.  My belief is based on his 
very first encyclical, Deus Caritas Est (God Is Love) 
issued on Christmas 2005.  

In that encyclical he describes the inseparable 
link between love of God and love of neighbor.   In 
the following quote, which I have shared with our 
staff and Board and groups throughout our diocese, 
he emphasizes the importance of the ministry of 
charity in the strongest terms.

"The Church’s deepest nature is expressed in her 
three-fold responsibility: of proclaiming the word of 
God, celebrating the sacraments, and exercising the 
ministry of charity.  These duties presuppose each 
other and are inseparable.  For the Church, charity 
is not a kind of welfare activity which could equally 
well be left to others, but is a part of her nature, an 
indispensable expression of her very being." 

Works of charity are part of the very nature of 
the Church.  He affirms the reason for being of the 

various Church entities that serve the poor and vul-
nerable including Catholic Charities; conferences of 
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Catholic Worker 
houses, and numerous parish based outreach min-
istries.  

He goes on to state what is distinctive about the 
Church’s charitable ministries.  Namely, it:
• responds to immediate needs that are presented
• is free of ideology
• is freely given without any attempt “to impose the 
Church’s faith upon others.”  

Regarding that last point our words, actions, 
example, and even our silences are to bear witness 
to Christ.  

Furthermore, Benedict states professional com-
petence is necessary but not sufficient to do this 
work well; rather, love of God must animate 
and permeate all that we do.  With that as our 
wellspring, our staff and volunteers at Catholic 
Charities strive to serve with authenticity, com-
passion, joy, and humility.  We realize that we are 
merely instruments in God’s hands.  As Benedict 
says, “In all humility, we will do what we can, and 
in all humility we will entrust the rest to the Lord.”  

I suspect that the immediately preceding quote 
reflects some of the Pope’s thinking regarding his 
recent decision to resign.  His decision reflects great 
humility, wisdom, and love of the Church.  May 
God bless him as he embarks on this new chapter 
of his life.         

By Robert Tereba, Executive Director, Catholic 
Charities of the Diocese of Winona

Ec u m e n i s m
cont'd from YOF pg. 4
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Parish and Community Events

March Event Calendar

St. Kilian Catholic 
Church, St. Kilian 

Annual Spring Dinner, Sun. 
April 7, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. Roast 
beef with all the trimmings, 
homemade glazed carrots, pies,
desserts. Quilt raffle, big ticket.  
Carry outs available. Call the 
parish office for more details.

Knights of Columbus 
St. James Catholic 
Church, St. James 

St. James Council No. 3427 
Knights of Columbus will 
be having its 59th Annual 
Mulligan Stew on Sunday, 
March 17 at Marian Hall. 
5 p.m. - 7 p.m. Serving our 
famous Mulligan stew, pie, and 
beverages. A Raffle Drawing 
will also be held. Everyone is 
welcome to attend! 

St. James Coffee House, 
Rochester

will host the Diocesan Women's 
Night on March 16. St. James 
Coffeehouse is located at 4156 
18th Ave N.W. (across the street 
from Pax Christi Church) in 
Rochester.

Pax Christi, Rochester 
8th Annual St.. Patrick's Day 
Bash on Sat. March 9th from 
6:15 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.. Come 
enjoy and Irish music and 
sing-along with Joe Kelley 
and Friends, Flanagan Irish 
Dancers, local Rochester area 
bagpipers, a silent auction, 
and an Irish meal catered by 

Victoria's. Proceeds will help 
fund the 2013 Pax Christi 
youth and adult leaders events. 
Ticket includes meal, beverag-
es, liquor, and live entertain-
ment. Ticket prices: Adult (13 
& Up) $20; Children (4-12) $12; 
Ages 3 & Under FREE; Family 
Maximum $80. Prices thru 
Mon. March 4th. Tickets avail-
able at the parish office.

Mass for Life & Marriage
St. Mary’s Church, 

Winona 
offers a Mass for Life and 
Marriage on both the first and 
third Thursday of the month, 
at 5:15 p.m. Rosary at 4:50 p.m. 
prior to the Mass. Call the office 
at 507-452-5656 for updates.

St. Mary's Church, 
Geneva 

Annual Fish Fry. March 15, 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m. free will dona-
tion. 2 mls north of Maple 
Island on Cty Rd. 30 or 5 mls 
East of Geneva on Cty Rd. 35 
(320th St.) then 1 ml south on 
Cty Rd. 30.

Medjugorje Pilgrimage
Have you ever dreamed of 
going on a spiritual journey? A 
place were the Virgin Mary has 
been appearing to six visionar-
ies. Please consider going on 
a Pilgrimage with Christine 
Stoen to Medjugorje November 
12-20. For info, visit website: 
www.pilgrimages.com/stoen.

Prayer Vigil and Public 
Witness against Abortion
Semcac Clinic is a delegate 
of Planned Parenthood – the 
nation's leading abortion pro-
vider. Please consider joining a 
local group from 3-4 p.m. each 
Tuesday in front of Semcac at 
62 E 3rd Street in Winona for 
an hour of prayer. Contact Will 
Goodman at (608) 698-7443.

40 Days For Life
40 Days For Life is now in 
Winona as well as Rochester. 
For Winona times and info 
contact Patty Woodworth (507) 
458-0877. For Rochester,  con-
tact Paula Ellefson by email: 
buggz25@msn.com. Or you 
can go to www.40DaysForLife.
com and find information for 
both locations.

Queen of Peace, Lyle 
Annual spring dinner on 
Sunday April 7 from 4 to 7 
p.m. serving Turkey, Ham & 
all the trimmings. Including 
homemade pies. We also have 
a Country Store. Tickets are $9 
in advance for adults, $10 at the 
door, children 6-12 $5, under 6 
Free. For advance tickets call 
507-438-6694 or 641-737-2255

St. Felix Church, 
Wabasha 

hosts a French Toast,  Pancake, 
Sausage breakfast on Sun., 
April 7, 8 - 11 a.m. in the 
school gym. This fund-raiser, 
sponsored by the Knights of 

Please note: submission deadline is the 15th, Courier@dow.org

Offered as a service for the homebound and elderly. Every 
Sunday on the following stations: KTTC-TV, Channel 10, 

Rochester at 9 a.m. KEYC-TV, Channel 12, Mankato at 7:30 
a.m. Donations for the continuation of this program may 

be sent to: TV Mass, PO Box 588, Winona MN 55987. 
Thank you for your donations to the TV Mass

The Televised Mass

Traditional Latin Mass Schedule

Alpha, St. Alphonsus Liguori, weekly and daily. Sunday: 
8 a.m. except second Sunday of the month variable.

Guckeen, Our Lady of Ransom, weekly. Sunday, 11 a.m., 
except second Sunday of the month, 9:15 a.m.

Mankato, Ss. Peter and Paul, first Saturday month, 9 a.m.

Rochester (Simpson), St. Bridget, first and third Sundays of 
the month, 1 p.m. 

Wabasha, St. Felix, weekly. Saturday 8 a.m.

Chatfield, St. Mary's, Saturday morning, please check with 
the parish for the time.    

www.rochesterlatinmasssociety.org

Columbus of St. Agnes and St. 
Felix parishes and the Serra 
Club of Wabasha County, will 
benefit the IHM Seminary & 
Religious Vocations. Join us for 
delicious food at reasonable  
prices.

St. Stanislaus Kostka, 
Winona 

Spring Craft/ Art/ Gift Show 
will be Sat., April 13, in St. 
Stan’s School gym (602 E. 5th 
St.) from 9 AM to 3 PM.  Lunch 
will be offered. Gym is handi-
cap accessible. For more infor-
mation, call the Parish Office at 
507-452-5430 or email ststans@
hbci.com.

The Following are Divine 
Mercy Celebrations in the 

Diocese: 
Divine Mercy Sunday is 
Celebrated on April 7.

 St. Ann's Church, 
Slayton

8 a.m. mass followed by 
exposition until 3:30 p.m., 
Benediction at 3:30 p.m. Divine 
Mercy Chaplet recited at 3 p.m. 
Confessions from 1 - 3 p.m. All 
are welcome,

Cathedral of the Sacred 
Heart, Winona

Video on the Divine Mercy 
shown prior to the celebra-
tion at 1 p.m. Celebration 
from 2 - 4 p.m. Confession 
starting at 2 p.m. and until all 
are heard. 

 St.. Ann, Janesville

2:30 p.m. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, 2:40 p.m. 
Scripture reading 2:45 - 3:15 
p.m. Confession. 3 p.m. 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 3:30 
p.m. Benediction. For more 
info contact: Rita 507-239-2201.

Ss. Peter and Paul 
Catholic Church, Blue 

Earth
Celebration begins at 3 p.m. 
until 4 p.m. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, Chaplet 
of Diving Mercy, Confessions 
between 3:15 p.m. - 3:35 p.m. 
Benediction at 3:45 p.m.

St.. Charles Borromeo, St.. 
Charles

Divine Mercy Celebration at 
1 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet 
followed by the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.

St. Peter, Rose Creek
will have a Divine Mercy cele-
bration. Times to be announced. 
Contact the parish office for 
details.

Divine Mercy Novena
Be prepared for Divine Mercy 
Sunday by praying the Divine 
Mercy Novena which begins 
on Good Friday, March 29. 

Albert Lea, St. Theodore, 
Spanish Mass, 11 a.m., every 
Sunday.

Austin, Queen of Angels, 
Spanish Mass at 11 a.m and 
5 p.m. every Sunday.

Dodge Center, St. John Baptist 
de La Salle, Spanish Mass, 11 
a.m., every Sunday.

Fairmont, St. John Vianney, 
Spanish Mass, 2 p.m., every 
Sunday.

Madelia, St. Mary, Spanish 
Mass, 10 a.m., every Sunday. 

Mankato, Ss. Peter and Paul, 
Spanish Mass, 1 p.m., every 
Sunday.

Owatonna, Sacred Heart, 
Spanish Mass, 1 p.m. every 
Sunday.

Pipestone, St. Leo, Spanish 
Mass, 2:30 p.m., every 
Sunday

Rochester, St. Francis of Assisi, 
Spanish Mass, 12 noon, 
every Sunday.

St. Charles, St. Charles 
Borromeo, Spanish Mass, 

11:30 a.m., every Sunday.
St. James, St. James, Spanish 

Mass, 12 p.m., every 
Sunday.

Waseca, Sacred Heart, 
Spanish Mass, 11:30 a.m., 
every Sunday.

Windom, St. Francis Xavier, 
Spanish Mass, 12 p.m., 
every Sunday

Worthington, St. Mary, 
Spanish Mass, Saturday  
at 7 p.m., Sunday 11 a.m.

Hispanic Priests/Sacerdotes Hispanos:
Padre Luis Alfonso Vargas

Capellán - Decanato de Worthington
lukiponcho@yahoo.es 

Tel. 507-341-0403
Padre José Morales

Capellán - Decanato de Rochester
jloralesr2008@yahoo.es 

Tel. 507-329-2931
 Padre Carlos Arturo Calderón

Capellan - Decanato de Mankato
carlosantiguas@hotmail.com

Padre Mariano Varela
Parroco - Ss. Peter and Paul en Mankato

mvarela@hickorytech.net
Tel. 507-388-2995 ext 103

Padre Octavio Cortez
Vicario Parroquial - Ss. Peter and Paul en 

Mankato
Padre Raul Silva

Vicario Parroquial - Queen of Angels en 
Austin

Padre Rafael Chávez
Capellán de Decanato/ Región de Austin/ 

Albert Lea-Austin
Tel. 507-219-1284

Spanish Mass Schedule
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(Vatican Radio) Pope Benedict XVI held the final General 
Audience of his pontificate on Wednesday, February 27 in St 
Peter's Square. 

"Venerable Brothers in the Episcopate and in 
the Priesthood! Distinguished Authorities! Dear 
brothers and sisters! Thank you for coming in such 
large numbers to this last General Audience of my 
pontificate.

Like the Apostle Paul in the biblical text 
that we have heard, I feel in my heart the 
paramount duty to thank God, who guides 
the Church and makes her grow: who sows 
His Word and thus nourishes the faith in His 
people. At this moment my spirit reaches out to 
embrace the whole Church throughout the world, 
and I thank God for the “news” that in these years 
of Petrine ministry I have been able to receive 
regarding the faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the charity that circulates in the body of the Church 
– charity that makes the Church to live in love – 
and of the hope that opens for us the way towards 
the fullness of life, and directs us towards the heav-
enly homeland.

I feel I [ought to] carry everyone in prayer, in a 
present that is God’s, where I recall every meeting, 
every voyage, every pastoral visit. I gather every-
one and every thing in prayerful recollection, in 
order to entrust them to the Lord: in order that we 
might have full knowledge of His will, with every 
wisdom and spiritual understanding, and in order 
that we might comport ourselves in a manner that 
is worthy of Him, of His, bearing fruit in every good 
work (cf. Col 1:9-10).

At this time, I have within myself a great trust 
[in God], because I know – all of us know – that the 
Gospel’s word of truth is the strength of the Church: 
it is her life. The Gospel purifies and renews: it 
bears fruit wherever the community of believers 
hears and welcomes the grace of God in truth and 
lives in charity. This is my faith, this is my joy.

When, almost eight years ago, on April 19th, 
[2005], I agreed to take on the Petrine ministry, I 
held steadfast in this certainty, which has always 
accompanied me. In that moment, as I have already 
stated several times, the words that resounded in 
my heart were: “Lord, what do you ask of me? It's a 
great weight that You place on my shoulders, but, 
if You ask me, at your word I will throw out the 
nets, sure that you will guide me” – and the Lord 
really has guided me. He has been close to me: daily 
could I feel His presence. [These years] have been a 
stretch of the Church’s pilgrim way, which has seen 
moments joy and light, but also difficult moments. 
I have felt like St. Peter with the Apostles in the 
boat on the Sea of   Galilee: the Lord has given us 
many days of sunshine and gentle breeze, days in 
which the catch has been abundant; [then] there 
have been times when the seas were rough and 
the wind against us, as in the whole history of the 
Church it has ever been - and the Lord seemed to 
sleep. Nevertheless, I always knew that the Lord is 
in the barque, that the barque of the Church is not 
mine, not ours, but His - and He shall not let her 
sink. It is He, who steers her: to be sure, he does so 
also through men of His choosing, for He desired 
that it be so. This was and is a certainty that noth-
ing can tarnish. It is for this reason, that today my 
heart is filled with gratitude to God, for never did 
He leave me or the Church without His consolation, 
His light, His love.

We are in the Year of Faith, which I desired in 
order to strengthen our own faith in God in a con-
text that seems to push faith more and more toward 
the margins of life. I would like to invite everyone 
to renew firm trust in the Lord. I would like that 
we all, entrust ourselves as children to the arms of 
God, and rest assured that those arms support us 
to walk every day, even in times of struggle. I would 
like everyone to feel loved by the God who gave 
His Son for us and showed us His boundless love. I 
want everyone to feel the joy of being Christian. In 

a beautiful prayer to be recited daily in the morning 
says, “I adore you, my God, I love you with all my 
heart. I thank You for having created me, for hav-
ing made me a Christian.” Yes, we are happy for the 
gift of faith: it is the most precious good, that no one 
can take from us! Let us thank God for this every 
day, with prayer and with a coherent Christian life. 
God loves us, but He also expects that we love Him!

At this time, however, it is not only God, whom 
I desire to thank. A Pope is not alone in guiding St. 
Peter’s barque, even if it is his first responsibility 
– and I have not ever felt myself alone in bearing 
either the joys or the weight of the Petrine ministry. 
The Lord has placed next to me many people, who, 
with generosity and love for God and the Church, 
have helped me and been close to me. First of all 
you, dear Brother Cardinals: your wisdom, your 
counsels, your friendship, were all precious to 
me. My collaborators, starting with my Secretary 
of State, who accompanied me faithfully over the 
years, the Secretariat of State and the whole 
Roman Curia, as well as all those who, in various 
areas, give their service to the Holy See: the many 
faces which never emerge, but remain in the back-
ground, in silence, in their daily commitment, with 
a spirit of faith and humility. They have been for 
me a sure and reliable support. A special thought 
[goes] to the Church of Rome, my diocese! I can not 
forget the Brothers in the Episcopate and in the 
Priesthood, the consecrated persons and the entire 
People of God: in pastoral visits, in public encoun-
ters, at Audiences, in traveling, I have always 
received great care and deep affection; I also loved 
each and every one, without exception, with that 
pastoral charity which is the heart of every shep-
herd, especially the Bishop of Rome, the Successor 
of the Apostle Peter. Every day I carried each of you 
in my prayers, with the father's heart.

I wish my greetings and my thanks to reach 
everyone: the heart of a Pope expands to [embrace] 
the whole world. I would like to express my grati-
tude to the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the 
Holy See, which makes present the great family of 
nations. Here I also think of all those who work for 
good communication, whom I thank for their impor-
tant service.

At this point I would like to offer heartfelt thanks 
to all the many people throughout the whole world, 
who, in recent weeks have sent me moving tokens 
of concern, friendship and prayer. Yes, the Pope 
is never alone: now I experience this [truth] 
again in a way so great as to touch my very 
heart. The Pope belongs to everyone, and so many 
people feel very close to him. It’s true that I receive 
letters from the world's greatest figures - from the 
Heads of State, religious leaders, representatives of 

the world of culture and so on. I also receive many 
letters from ordinary people who write to me sim-
ply from their heart and let me feel their affection, 
which is born of our being together in Christ Jesus, 
in the Church. These people do not write me as one 
might write, for example, to a prince or a great fig-
ure one does not know. They write as brothers and 
sisters, sons and daughters, with the sense of very 
affectionate family ties. Here, one can touch what 
the Church is – not an organization, not an associa-
tion for religious or humanitarian purposes, but a 
living body, a community of brothers and sisters in 
the Body of Jesus Christ, who unites us all. To expe-
rience the Church in this way and almost be able to 
touch with one’s hands the power of His truth and 
His love, is a source of joy, in a time in which many 
speak of its decline.

In recent months, I felt that my strength had 
decreased, and I asked God with insistence in 
prayer to enlighten me with His light to make me 
take the right decision – not for my sake, but for the 
good of the Church. I have taken this step in full 
awareness of its severity and also its novelty, but 
with a deep peace of mind. Loving the Church also 
means having the courage to make difficult, trying 
choices, having ever before oneself the good of the 
Church and not one’s own.

Here allow me to return once again to April 19, 
2005. The gravity of the decision was precisely in 
the fact that from that moment on I was committed 
always and forever by the Lord. Always – he, who 
assumes the Petrine ministry no longer has any 
privacy. He belongs always and totally to everyone, 
to the whole Church. His life is, so to speak, totally 
deprived of the private sphere. I have felt, and I feel 
even in this very moment, that one receives one’s 
life precisely when he offers it as a gift. I said before 
that many people who love the Lord also love the 
Successor of Saint Peter and are fond of him, that 
the Pope has truly brothers and sisters, sons and 
daughters all over the world, and that he feels safe 
in the embrace of their communion, because he no 
longer belongs to himself, but he belongs to all and 
all are truly his own.

The “always” is also a “forever” - there is no 
returning to private life. My decision to forgo the 
exercise of active ministry, does not revoke this. I 
do not return to private life, to a life of travel, meet-
ings, receptions, conferences and so on. I do not 
abandon the cross, but remain in a new way near 
to the Crucified Lord. I no longer wield the power of 
the office for the government of the Church, but in 
the service of prayer I remain, so to speak, within 
St. Peter’s bounds. St. Benedict, whose name I bear 
as Pope, shall be a great example in this for me. He 
showed us the way to a life which, active or passive, 
belongs wholly to the work of God.

I thank each and every one of you for the respect 
and understanding with which you have welcomed 
this important decision. I continue to accompany 
the Church on her way through prayer and reflec-
tion, with the dedication to the Lord and to His 
Bride, which I have hitherto tried to live daily and 
that I would live forever. I ask you to remember me 
before God, and above all to pray for the Cardinals, 
who are called to so important a task, and for the 
new Successor of Peter, that the Lord might accom-
pany him with the light and the power of His Spirit.

Let us invoke the maternal intercession of Mary, 
Mother of God and of the Church, that she might 
accompany each of us and the whole ecclesial com-
munity: to her we entrust ourselves, with deep 
trust.

Dear friends! God guides His Church, maintains 
her always, and especially in difficult times. Let us 
never lose this vision of faith, which is the only true 
vision of the way of the Church and the world. In 
our heart, in the heart of each of you, let there be 
always the joyous certainty that the Lord is near, 
that He does not abandon us, that He is near to us 
and that He surrounds us with His love. Thank you! 

I Thank Each and Every One of You

The Holy Father waving at his final General Audience.


